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The purpose of this congregation shall be to worship God in accordance with the faith of Judaism; to 

cultivate a love and understanding of the Jewish heritage; to strengthen the ties within the Jewish 

community; to strengthen the bonds of loyalty with the Jewish people everywhere; to bring nearer the 

Dominion of God on earth through an emphasis of the principles of righteousness and harmony in 

society at large. 

      April 2010 
 

 
 

 

 

Our Congregation, as is probably true of most congregations, has suffered 

losses of family and friends over the two years that I have been deeply felt in 

our Beth El family. Our most recent loss, Anne Mintzer, is among the hardest 

to bear. Vibrant, funny, always ready to assist with anything that needed to be 

done, and, yes, stubborn, she was a fixture in our building that demonstrated 

the best of what our Congregation has to offer. More than anything, Anne was 

a friend—a welcoming friend—to anyone who walked through our doors. We 

are all proud to have known her, and we must do our best to keep her spirit 

alive. 

 

On another note, many, if not most of you, know that Roberta, Miriam, and I 

will be moving to the Boston area in May (so you will hear from me one more 

time in the May Bridge). Roberta has been accepted into the Masters of Jewish 

Education program at Hebrew College, and she will eventually also enroll in 

their cantorial program. It will certainly be a change for us, and we will miss 

the comfort and companionship we have enjoyed here at this small 

congregation in Harrisonburg. We hope to see many of you at the Passover 

Seder and the Congregation’s Annual Meeting so we can say our good-byes properly. We’ll let you 

know when we’re loading the truck. 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 
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My dear fellow Valley Jews and Friends,  

Shalom. Finally! Warmer weather, 

sunshine, and a sense of spring.   

 

THE CALENDAR  

NISAN IYAR (APRIL) 

Nisan (a thirty day month) began March 

16
th

, and runs until April 14
th

. Iyar (a twenty-

nine day month) begins on April 15
th

, and runs 

until May 13
th

. Rosh Chodesh for Iyar is April 

14
th

 and 15
th

.    

 

HOLIDAYS  

Pesach (Passover) continues as we start 

April. The holiday began the evening of March 

29
th

 with the first Seder, and will run until the 

evening of April 6
th

.  

We also continue the count of the Omer, 

as we observe the time between Passover and 

Shavuot. We started the count on the second day 

of Passover, which includes March 31
st
, so April 

1
st
 will be the second day of the Omer, and so 

on. May 2
nd

 is Lag Be’Omer, the 33
th

 day of the 

counting of the Omer. The Omer count will 

continue for 49 days, with the 50
th

 day being 

Shavuot (the Festival of Weeks), starting the 5
th

 

of Sivan, the evening of May 18
th

.  

We will have a Shabbat Shacharit 

(morning) service at Beth El on April 3
rd

, at 10 

am, during which we will recite a section of the 

Shir Hashirim (Song of Songs).  

There will also be a Shabbat Shacharit 

(morning) service at THOI on April 10
th

, at 10 

am, which is after Passover ends. At that service 

we will take note of and celebrate the 

modifications to the building to make it 

accessible. In lieu of a standard sermon, Rabbi 

Lynne Landsberg, formerly rabbi for the two 

congregations in the Valley in Harrisonburg and 

Staunton, and now the Senior Advisor on 

Disability Issues at the Religious Action Center 

of Reform Judaism, will address us. If you 

haven’t heard Rabbi Landsberg speak, you 

should do all you can to take advantage of this 

wonderful opportunity.  

The evening of April 10
th

 and day of 

April 11
th

 is Nisan 27
th

, the day on which we 

commemorate Yom HaSho’ah, Holocaust 

Remembrance Day. We will have a community 

Yom HaSho’ah observance on Saturday 

evening, April 10
th

 at 7 pm at Temple House of 

Israel, incorporating the closing event in the 

programming for the Shenandoah Valley 

Holocaust Education Project (SVHEP), as well 

as Havdalah and a brief commemorative 

service. All are invited to join us for this event.  

April 19
th

 coincides with Iyar 5 this year, 

which is Yom Ha’atzma’ut (Israel Independence 

Day). This is the day in 1948 (5708 on the 

Jewish calendar) when the modern state of 

Israel was declared.  

 

TORAH PARASHIOT 

The Torah parashiot (Torah portions) 

read for the period covered by this newsletter 

include the following:  

Shabbat Chol Hamoed Pesach, Shemini, 

Tazria-Metzora, and Achare-Kedoshim, drawn 

from Shemot (Ex.) 33:12-34:26; Bamidbar 

(Num.) 28:19-25; and Vayikra (Lev.) 9:1-20:27.  

Haftarot read on Shabbatot (Sabbaths) 

include selections from Ezekiel 37, 2 Samuel 6-

7; 2 Kings 7; and Amos 9.    

 

RABBINIC/EDUCATIONAL 

INITIATIVES 

Please note the offerings this month.  

In the SVHEP series, the play Number 

the Stars will be performed at Skyline Middle 

School on Thursday March 25
th

, Friday the 26
th

, 

and on Saturday March 27
th

 at 7 pm. Admission 

is $4. It is planned that Lois Lowry will attend 

the performance on March 25
th

, and has agreed 

to say a few words and answer questions about 

the writing of the play.  

Monday March 29
th

 is the first night 

community Seder at Beth El at 6 pm.  

Tuesday, March the 20
th

 at 6 pm is the 

second night community seder at THOI.  

FROM THE RABBI’S DESK 
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If you are not making your own, and 

don’t have a seder to attend, please speak to 

Rabbi Joe.  

Thursday April 1
st
 at noon to 1:30 the 

Interfaith Association will meet at EMU’s West 

Dining room. The program will be entitled ―The 

Graying of the Faithful‖. Lunch is available – 

arrive early and go through the cafeteria line. 

For questions about the Interfaith Association, 

please contact Rabbi Joe.  

Later, at 7 pm on the 1
st
 at Beth El is the 

next Adult Education session, based on the 

lectures of Dr. AJ Levine. Rabbi Joe will 

facilitate a discussion following the video 

lectures.  

Saturday, April 3
rd

 at 10 am-1 pm at 

Beth El is the next Shabbat morning service for 

Shabbat Chol Hamo’ed Pesach.  

April 6
th

 at 8:25 pm is the end of 

Passover!  

Saturday, April 10
th

 at 10 am at THOI is 

the next Shabbat morning service. This includes 

the celebration of completion of the accessibility 

projects. Rabbi Lynne Landsberg will be our 

guest, delivering the Drash.  

Saturday evening, April 10
th

 at 7 pm at 

THOI is the community Yom HaSho’ah 

observance, and the conclusion of the SVHEP 

events for this season. The Religious School 

will observe Yom HaSho’ah on the 11
th

.  

Sunday, April 11
th

 at 2 pm at Beth El is 

the next Women of the Tanakh session. We will 

return to the book of Shemot/Exodus, and the 

midwives Shifrah and Puah, Tzipporah (wife of 

Moses), then return to Miriam (as time permits).   

Sunday, April 11
th

 at 6 pm at THOI is 

the next session of the Book Discussion. This 

will be the next chapter (6, I believe) in 

Witnesses to the One, the Spiritual History of 

the Shema.  

Saturday evening, April 17
th

, will be an 

Un B’nai Mitzvah party at Beth El. Watch for 

more details.  

April 18
th

 is Yom Hazikaron (Israeli 

Memorial Day), and April 19
th

 is Yom 

Ha’atzma’ut (Israel Independence day). Yom 

Ha’atzma’ut will be celebrated in the Religious 

school on April 18
th

.  

April 23
rd

 is the Religious school 

Shabbat service at Beth El. Look for more 

information on that soon. The Family Shabbat 

will be merged into this service for this month.  

Kinderlachen, a Jewish themed play 

group, is scheduled for April 24
th

 at 10 am at 

THOI. This is open to all pre-school age 

children and their families.  

April 25
th

 at 3-5 pm at THOI there is a 

concert by Lyrissa. The group, under the 

direction of Sarah Grove-Humphries, has 

completed a new CD of Lullabies and will 

feature that material at the concert. It is free, 

with donations requested.  

The Brotherhood/Sisterhood Annual 

Interfaith Dinner event is scheduled for April 

25
th

 at 6:30 pm at Beth El. Watch for more 

information on that to be sent out.  

 

PASTORAL CARE 

If you feel a conversation or meeting 

with the rabbi on any topic would be of benefit 

to you, please be in touch to make an 

appointment. You can call or email Rabbi Joe as 

listed elsewhere in this newsletter. Also, if you 

are ill, or know someone who may be, and 

might like a visit or call, please let Rabbi Joe 

know so he can be in touch.  

 

SERVICE PARTICIPATION  

Please know that we seek congregant 

and guest participation in services throughout 

the year. If you are interested in leading a lay 

service, or in taking a role in a service, please be 

in touch with Margee Greenfield, Sherri Alt, 

Gary Stein, or me. If you are interested in 

singing at our services, please be in touch with 

Ron Ornstein.  

 

OTHER RITUAL MATTERS  

Celebrations: If you are interested in 

studying for and celebrating an adult B’nai 

Mitzvah, or in learning to leyn (read/chant) 

Torah and/or Haftarah, or to lead services, or 

serve as a gabbai, please be in touch with the 

rabbi.  

Jewish Study: If you are interested in or 

wish to consider conversion, or you just want to 
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learn more about Judaism (whether you are 

Jewish or not), please be in touch with the rabbi.  

Caring Committee: This group has been 

doing wonderful things in helping and 

supporting those in our community who may 

have some needs for assistance or support. If 

you can volunteer at THOI, please speak with 

Rosalie Waterman, Lou Boden, or Beth Young. 

At Beth El, please speak with Esther Minskoff, 

Ron Ornstein, or Sherri Alt. As always, if you 

know of someone who is ill, or who might wish 

to be contacted, please tell Rabbi Joe.  

Chevrah Kadishah: This group functions 

to prepare and dress a body for burial in 

accordance with the Halachic (Jewish legal) 

requirements, showing care and concern for the 

deceased. Members are not publicly 

acknowledged nor is it made public who has 

been involved in this mitzvah. Thank G-d, we 

have not had too many opportunities to respond, 

but we do need to be ready when the need 

arises. If you have any interest in participating 

in performing this mitzvah, please speak with 

Rabbi Joe.  

 

CLOSING MESSAGE 

We pray that with the arrival of Spring 

we have better weather, better health, and better 

tidings for all our community members. We 

hope that we will all find things easier and 

better in every way.   
 

Rabbi Joe Blair  

April 2010 
 

REACHING THE RABBI & THE 

RABBIõS AVAILABILITY  

The rabbi is available by appointment. If 

you wish to meet or speak with the rabbi, please 

email or call to set an appointment time. In that 

way, the rabbi will be able to respond and give 

you his full attention, as you deserve. Please 

note: the rabbi does not read or respond to email 

on Shabbat or holidays.  

The rabbi may be contacted by 

telephone.  To do so, please call the cell phone 

number listed here: if you reach voicemail, 

please leave a message, speaking clearly, with 

your name, telephone numbers, the topic, and if 

an emergency, please be sure to express the 

need for an urgent response. The rabbi will 

respond as soon as possible. 

 

Rabbi Joe’s Email:     

 RabbiJoeB@hotmail.com  

Beth El Congregation     

 540-434-2744 

Temple House of Israel     

 540-886-4091 

Cell phone (Please use this # for emergencies)

 434-981-3959     

 

 

mailto:RabbiJoeB@hotmail.com
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01 Fred Rudd  Member 

 Ada Wise 1882 Child 

02 Jacob Katzen  Harry Katzen’s Father 

04 Fanny Sissman   

05 Lorraine Sonn 1972 Member  Eddie Ney’s Aunt 

 Mitchel Zindler  Leo Zindler’s Uncle 

06 Joseph Hirsch  1964  Member 

 Joseph Ney 1916 Member Bill Ney’s, Eddie Ney’s, & 

Leo Zindler’s great Grandfather 

07 Eva Friddle 1967 Member 

 Allan Rose   Bo Rose’s Father 

 Judith Levine Schweitzer  Thea Golub’s Mother 

09 Joseph Fineberg   

 Ida Clayman  Harry Clayman’s Aunt 

11 David Miller 1954  

 Grover Cleveland Ney   

 Roslyn Freudenthal 1995 Judy Freudenthal’s Mother 

14 Charles Loewner 1938 Member 

16 Rosie Mayer   

17 Martin Borodkin   

19 Henia Schikman  Mike Schikman’s Mother 

 Arthur Printz 

Leah Perlman 

 

2007 

 

Milton Perlman’s Sister-in-law 

21 Hana Shaw  Elizabeth Shaw’s Mother 

22 Philip Miller 1936 Member 

23 Dorothy Funston  Jay Funston’s Mother 

24 

25 

Herman Wise 

Benjamin Kohen 

1924 

1989 

Member 

Andy Kohen’s Father 

26 Sara Slain   

 

 

29 

 

30 

 

Harry Robinson 

Candace F. Blatt 

Herman Miller 

Minnie Wise 

Vera Nemoytin 

Theodore Blatt 

 

1905 

2009 

1905 

1921 

1977 

2001 

Member 

Franklin Blatt’s Wife 

 Member 

Member 

Gene Nemoytin’s Mother 

Franklin Blatt’s Cousin 

    

    

  

 

  

    

 

APRIL YAHRZEITS 
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Beth El Congregation is grateful for the following generous donations: 
 

JMU parents: 

Janna Levinstein  

David & Amy Nisenson 

 

General Fund: 

Barth Weinberg 

Stuart Davison 

Lisa & Kevin Giovanetti 

Lynne Landsberg  

Alan & Kate Neckowitz 

 

 Yarhzeits: 

 Milton Perlman in memory of Louise Perlman, wife, and Saul Perlman, brother 

 Bob Lantz in memory of Ivan Lantz, father 

 Gale & Charles Clemons in memory of Shirley Dobin, Gale’s mother 

 Anne Mintzer in memory of Harry Moodnick, brother 

 Anne Mintzer, in memory of Michael Mintzer, husband 

 Les & Becky Mintzer in memory of Michael Mintzer, Lester’s father 

 Michael White in memory of Lenore White, mother      

 

Building Fund: 

Bill & Leslie Ney in memory of Anne Mintzer 

Max Derechinsky in memory of Anne Mintzer 

Judy Freudenthal in memory of Anne Mintzer 

 

Gifts & Memorials: 
Estelle & Joshua Robinson in  honor of the Bar Mitzvah of David Benjamin Robinson at  Congregation 

Bet Haverim at Altlanta, Georgia  

Mary Handley, Elliot, & Hannah in memory of Anne Mintzer 

Cheri & Vic Smith in loving memory of Anne Mintzer 

Doug & Linda Light in memory of Anne Mintzer 

Jerry & Ester Minskoff in fond memory of Anne Mintzer 

 

Additional donations in memory of Anne Mintzer: 

Kenneth & Glenda Selvage 

Joan Funston 

Sandi & Beau Rose 

Elliott & Thea Golub 

Suzy & Rabbi Peter Grumbacher  

Bob Bersson 

Carol Yetzer  

Home Instead Senior Care 

Eddie Ney & Frances Stewart   

Erwin & Joyce Helbraun 

The Ornsteins  

DONATIONS 
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Mitzie & Bob Emory  

Sandra Leake Crippen  

Bev & Leo Zindler 

 

Rabbiôs Discretionary Fund: 

Judy & Stu Liss in memory of Anne Mintzer 

 
 

 

 

 

Next sisterhood meeting Thursday, April 8 at 6pm at the temple. Sisterhood Shabbat is April 30, please 

join us.  

Look for information coming soon regarding our UnBarMitzvah Dance on Saturday April 17! 

  

SHORTY--We just spent a fabulous weekend at Temple Sinai in Washington. Joel and myself took Max 

Kohn, Sarah Berger, Naomi Ornstein and Isaac Faulk. We spent the weekend with 350 teens!! It was a 

great weekend. Our last weekend Kallah of the year is April 22-25. We will be going to Baltimore 

Hebrew. 

 

 

 

With the onset of spring, Religious School has 

had so much to celebrate! 

  

Purim was extremely festive this year!  The 

calendar cooperated so well that Purim actually 

fell during Sunday school (February 28th) and 

we made the most of the occasion.  After a great 

presentation of worthy organizations from our 

Gimmel 2/Dalet 1 students, the preschool and 

religious school students voted on the 

organizations to donate our tzedakah of over 

$230.00.  They chose to donate to the Red Cross 

and for mosquito nets for Africa.  Rabbi read 

from the Megilah with his many hats - a 

wonderful tradition; Roberta Stein led our 

students in a joyous musical retelling of the 

story of Purim; and, SHORTY joined the James 

Madison University Jewish sorority and 

fraternity (ΣΑΕΠ & ΣΑΕ) in bringing us a 

splendid carnival.  Many thanks to our parent 

helpers - Jennifer Edwards & Andrew Levin for 

helping Morah Roberta with the musical.  Many 

more thanks to our JMU teachers - Morah 

Becca, Dawn & Katy for helping to organize the 

carnival with SHORTY!  And many thanks to 

the many, many JMU students and SHORTY 

members who helped our religious school 

students enjoy a fun holiday carnival and 

yummy lunch! 

  

Passover came early this year at religious school 

(March 21st).  We enjoyed a "once in a lifetime" 

treat for our model seder this year - a chocolate 

seder!!  It was delicious and incredibly fun!  

Reading from a Haggadah which clearly defines 

the symbols of the passover plate - the ice cream 

drumstick (zeroa), green jelly beans/m&ms 

(karpas), bitter sweet chocolate chips (maror), 

chocolate eggs (baytzah), and mixture of 

chocolates & nuts (charoset) - with chocolate 

matzah of course -- brought smiles to all in 

attendance.  Thank you Rabbi Joe for the great 

idea and many thanks to all the parents who 

helped pull this together.  Particular thanks to 

our parent organizers - Valerie Lovinger who 

was out of town for the event, but helped 

organize who was bringing what and made sure 

to get her supplies in early, and especially to 

Julie Miller for her generosity of time and 

supplies and who set up the most beautiful 

tables with an amazing fruit centerpiece.  It was 

truly a special day! 

  

SCHOOL NEWS 

SISTERHOOD 
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Religious school will have a 2-week break 

during Passover, and we will return to classes 

on April 11th.  Meanwhile, wishing you all "ah 

zissen pesach" from Religious School!  Please 

be sure to mark your calendars for Friday, April 

23rd when the religious school will lead 

Shabbat services.  We look forward to having 

you join us! 

  

L'shalom, 

Dara Hall, Principal 

 

Dara 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PURIM 2010 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Bema Basket Reminder 

At many times throughout the year, congregation 

members choose to purchase flower arrangements 

to adorn the bema, in honor or memory of a loved 

one or an event. Instead of purchasing flowers, in 

the future, we encourage congregants to 

honor/remember a family member or friend, (or 

just support the food bank) by making a donation 

to the Sisterhood, in any amount, designated for 

feeding the hungry. Sisterhood will then donate 

the money, in your name, to The Blue Ridge Area 

Food Bank. The contribution will be recognized 

from the bema and in the Bridge. Donations can be 

sent/given to Kate Neckowitz, Sisterhood 

Treasurer, c/o Beth El. You will see a beautifully 

decorated food basket in the place where you often 

see flowers on the bema, indicating that a donation 

has been received. Remember that you can make 

sure that the basket is in place for ANY service. 
 

 

THIS WON'T COST YOU ANYTHING 

After every trip and hotel stay, we usually 

come home with small toiletries - that we 

don't use, don't need, and are un-opened.  

Just bring these toiletries to the Temple and 

put them  in the basket in the lobby.  

Sisterhood will collect and donate them to 

First Step, a haven for abused women. 

 

Gift Shop 

For the Congregation’s pleasure: 

Your wonderful gift shop is opened 

for your buying needs all year 

round. Please get in touch with 

Marlene Brumbaugh if you need a 

gift any time of the year. 

A Note From Sisterhood 

Sisterhood's Chanukah dinner and 

Passover Seder are not fundraising 

events. They are provided for the 

Congregation. 

  

 

Volunteer Farm 

We have scheduled April 10 for our 

next trip to work at the Volunteer 

Farm in Woodstock.  We will meet at 

the temple at 7:00 a.m. and carpool to 

the farm.  Our shift will be from 8:00-

12:00.  There will be office work as 

well as outdoor work. 

Please let me know if you plan to 

come:  lisafgiovanetti@gmail.com   or 

if you have questions.  Thanks. 

Lisa Giovanetti 

 

Chocolate Seder 2010 
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      Joe Blair   Rabbi 

      Gary Stein  President 

      Sherri Alt   Vice President 

      Mona Wolf  Secretary 

      Michelle Ornstein Treasurer 

      Judy Freudenthal Trustee 

      Andy Kohen  Trustee 

      Bill Ney   Trustee 

      Sherri Alt   Sisterhood President 

      Ron Ornstein  Menôs Club President 

      Judy Liss   At Large Member 

      Chuck Slott  At Large Member 

      Phil Renick  At Large Member 

      Margee Greenfield Immediate Past President 

 

 

 

Board Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bridge Editor 

 

Elliott Golub 

Elgolubret@comcast.net 

181 Turkey Drive 

McGaheysville,VA, 22840 

 

540-289-5336 

mailto:Elgolubret@comcast.net


 11 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

April 2010 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

        1 
 

2 
 
Lay Service  
 

3 
 
Rabbi Service  
 
Pesach V (CHòM)i 

4 
 
No Religious  
School or bagel 
bar 
 

5 
 

6 
 
 
22nd of Nisan, 
5770 
Pesach VIII 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
 
Lay Service  

10 
Volunteer 
Farm 7:00 am 
 
Parashat Shmini 

11 
 
Religious  
School (27) 
 
Yom HaShoah 
 
Bagel Bar 
 
Yom HaShoah 

12 
 

13 
 
 
 

14 
 
 
30th of Nisan, 
5770 
Rosh Chodesh 
Iyyar 

15 
 
 
1st of Iyyar, 5770 
Rosh Chodesh Iyyar 

16 
 
Lay Service  
 

17 
 
Un-Bônai 
Mitzvah Party 
 
Parashat Tazria-
Metzora 

18 
 
Religious  
School (28) 
 
Yom HaAtzmaôut 
Bagel Bar 
 
 

19 
Yom HaZikaron 

20 
Yom 
HaAtzma'ut 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 
Religious 
School 
Shabbat 
Rabbi 
Service 
 
 
 
 

24 
 
Kinderlachen 
at THOI 10 AM 
 
Parashat Achrei 
Mot-Kedoshim 

25 
 
Religious  
School (29) 
Bagel Bar 
 
Brotherhood/ 
Sisterhood 
Dinner  
 
 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 
 
Sisterhood 
Shabbat 
 

  

 

            CALENDAR 

NFTY Spring Kallah 

NFTY Spring 

 Kallah 

http://www.hebcal.com/sedrot/shmini.html
http://www.hebcal.com/holidays/pesach.html
http://www.hebcal.com/sedrot/shmini.html
http://www.hebcal.com/holidays/yom-hashoah.html
http://www.hebcal.com/holidays/rosh-chodesh-iyyar.html
http://www.hebcal.com/holidays/rosh-chodesh-iyyar.html
http://www.hebcal.com/holidays/rosh-chodesh-iyyar.html
http://www.hebcal.com/sedrot/tazriametzora.html
http://www.hebcal.com/sedrot/tazriametzora.html
http://www.hebcal.com/holidays/yom-hazikaron.html
http://www.hebcal.com/holidays/yom-haatzmaut.html
http://www.hebcal.com/holidays/yom-haatzmaut.html
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