
        http://va014.urj.net/bethel.html 

 

The purpose of this congregation shall be to worship God in accordance with the faith of Judaism; to 

cultivate a love and understanding of the Jewish heritage; to strengthen the ties within the Jewish 

community; to strengthen the bonds of loyalty with the Jewish people everywhere; to bring nearer the 

Dominion of God on earth through an emphasis of the principles of righteousness and harmony in 

society at large. 

             December, 2009 
 
 

 

To our Beth El Family: 

Well, it‘s almost December, and 

Chanukah is right around the corner, earlier this 

year than last. I hope you all plan to attend our 

Chanukah Dinner on December 13 at 5:00. As 

usual, the dinner with be preceded by a show 

put on by our Religious School Students. Also, 

our Sisterhood‘s Chanukah Gift Shop will be 

open on November 22, December 6, and 

December 13 for you to pick up Chanukah 

supplies and gifts. 

At the Congregation‘s Annual Meeting 

last May, I said that during my first year as 

president nothing had broken, nothing major 

needed to be fixed. I obviously spoke too 

soon—some suggest I jinxed it. Since then, we 

have had to have our Torahs repaired and, as 

some of you know, we are having to replace our 

45-year-old furnace that heats and air conditions 

our Social Hall.  

I am not asking that our members dig 

deeper than they already are in supporting our 

Congregation in these hard economic times. 

Thanks to certain individuals who have stepped 

up to fund the Torah repairs, they have been 

taken care of. The cost of the new furnace will 

be taken from our building fund and monies set 

aside for building repairs, although those 

sources will be seriously depleted. 

What I am asking is that our members 

come out in force and attend our fund-raising 

events and provide us with ideas for more 

events. I know that there are people who have 

that expertise. Please contact me or Judy Liss if 

you have any ideas. 

In terms of a fund-raising event, we are 

already in the planning stages for one. A 

member of the Congregation has donated some 

fine Jewish artwork for sale. We are planning an 

on-line auction of these items. Pictures of the 

artwork will be posted on the Congregation 

website (and people will be able to see them at 

the temple). Bids will be taken by a certain 

deadline, and the highest bidder on each of the 

pieces will be the winner. We will send out 

announcements when we have fully organized 

this event. 

I hope that each of you has a happy and 

healthy Chanukah. See you all on the 13
th

! 

Gary 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 
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My dear fellow Valley Jews and Friends,  

Shalom. I was reminded by a friend that 

in Israel, this is winter - the long rainy season 

for which we add prayers in the Amidah, with 

the hope that there will be sufficient water in the 

year to come. It is cold and wet there, and once 

in a while in Jerusalem there is even snow – 

something I enjoyed seeing, especially after the 

heat of summer.  

Here, in Virginia, we too are in our 

winter season. The days are short and it is dark 

in the morning, and grows dark again early in 

the afternoon. The earliest candle lighting time 

for Shabbat in this year will be on December 4
th

 

at 4:38 pm. By December 11
th

, the next week, 

candle lighting time has started to move later 

again, coming at 4:39 pm, and December 21
st
 is 

the winter solstice. Arriving with that start of 

the gradual lengthening of the days comes 

Chanukah. The lights of the Chanukiah (the 

Chanukah menorah/lamp) help us to dispel the 

feeling of darkness that this time of year can 

bring. We chase away the darkness, and kindle 

light as a sign of life, joy, and celebration, a 

visible symbol of our hopes for better (and 

longer) days to come.  

 

THE CALENDAR  

KISLEV TEVET (DECEMBER) 

Kislev runs from the 18
th

 of November 

through December 17
th

, with the 17
th

 and 18
th

 of 

December being Rosh Chodesh for Tevet. Tevet 

will run from the 18
th

 of December to the 15
th

 of 

January this year, with the 16
th

 of January being 

Rosh Chodesh for Shevat.   

 

HOLIDAYS  

This month other than Shabbat and Rosh 

Chodesh, there is only one holiday to celebrate, 

and one fast day to observe.   

Falling somewhat early this year, near 

the end of the month of Kislev, we begin the 

celebration of Chanukah on Kislev 25. The 

celebration runs from sundown the evening of  

 

 

December 11
th

 until sundown the evening of 

December 19
th

. We will celebrate Chanukah by 

lighting the Chanukiah just prior to the Shabbat 

service on December 11
th

 at Beth El, and just 

prior to the Shabbat service on the 18
th

 at THOI. 

This is because when we are preparing to light 

the Chanukiah on Erev Shabbat, we light the 

Chanukah lights first, before the Shabbat 

candles which mark the start of the Sabbath 

when our tradition teaches that we do not make 

a fire (as a form of work which we avoid on 

Shabbat). Conversely, on Saturday evening, we 

light and bless the Havdalah candle before we 

light the Chanukah lamp, waiting until the 

Sabbath has ended to celebrate Chanukah.  

Chanukah is very a minor holiday on the 

Jewish calendar. It is post-biblical, so does not 

have that connection to advance it in 

importance. It is also associated with the 

Hasmonean dynasty (Judah Maccabee was one 

of them, for example), which later became 

known as a corrupt and collaborative regime 

that had to be rebelled against, so any 

celebration of the military efforts and successes 

of that regime are minimized or ignored for all 

intents and purposes. Instead, Chanukah is 

better known as the Festival of Lights due to the 

lighting of the Chanukiah – a special nine-

branched menorah (candelabra); one for each of 

the eight days, and a shamash or ‗helper‘ candle 

from which we light the others. Chanukah is 

when we retell the story of the oil in the Temple 

that lasted for eight days (time enough for more 

to be made), and we acknowledge that 

miraculous event by enjoying many oily fried 

foods: donuts, latkes, and fried ice cream, to 

name a few. This acknowledgement shifted 

attention away from the efforts of the early 

Hasmonean military against Roman oppression, 

and focused the celebration on G-d, not on the 

deeds of humans.  

There are lots of lovely customs around 

Chanukah, and the beautiful light of the 

Chanukiot (Chanukah menorahs or lamps) helps 

to dispel the darkness of the evening at this time 

of year, providing light and comfort. One of the 

things we also recall is the custom to fill the 

FROM THE RABBI’S DESK 
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Chanukiah from right to left, but light the lights 

from left to right, as an acknowledgement of the 

two views of the schools of Shammai and Hillel, 

two of the leading Talmudic sages.  

Should you have any questions about the 

customs or observances of Chanukah, please 

feel free to ask Rabbi Joe. 

The fast day that will fall in December 

on the 27
th

 is Ta‘anit Asarah Be‘Tevet, the fast 

of the 10
th

 of Tevet, which commemorates the 

start of the siege of Jerusalem in 586 BCE, 

which led to the destruction of the Temple and 

the fall of the Kingdom on Tisha Be‘Av (this 

will fall on July 20
th

, 2010). You can tell that 

the siege was a long process, lasting over seven 

months.  

The next celebration on the Jewish 

calendar won‘t come until the end of January, 

when we reach Tu Bi‘Shevat, the ‗birthday‘ of 

the trees. More on that next month.  

 

TZEDAKAH 

 In the spirit of Tzedakah (righteous 

behaviors, including charitable gifts) and 

Gemilut Chasidim (acts of loving kindness), we 

ask that you donate money and/or items to help 

those in need. We will continue to collect food 

at the synagogue, as well as provide envelopes 

from Mazon, the Jewish response to Hunger. If 

you wish additional suggestions for worthy 

groups or ways to help, please see the letter that 

was distributed at the High Holy Days.   

Items that are left at the synagogue are 

delivered to appropriate locations & 

organizations, including Mazon, the Blue Ridge 

Area Food Bank, First Step, the Valley Mission, 

the Volunteer Farm, and other local and national 

organizations that help those in need. Please 

keep in mind the requirements for non-

perishable foodstuff, (items such as tuna, peanut 

butter, canned meats, soups, fruits, vegetables, 

and milk, boxed pasta, cereal, cake mixes, 

juices, baby formula and baby food, and 

spices/flavorings), household items (such as 

laundry detergent, toilet paper, paper towels, 

trash bags, cleaning supplies), and personal care 

items (such as soap, shampoo, deodorant, 

toothbrushes, toothpaste, dental floss, diapers, 

and mouthwash). These are the items that are 

often in short supply at the shelters, food 

pantries, and food bank.   

Please also consider those who need 

clothing at this time. Hats, mittens, coats, 

scarves, and other warm and waterproof items 

are needed.  

 Also, please consider volunteering time 

at Harts, the Volunteer Farm, or at the Valley 

Mission, or at one of the many other 

organizations that seek to help those in our area 

who are in need.  

 NEW INITIATIVE! It has been decided 

that THOI will seek to provide a full hot meal to 

the residents of the Valley Mission on 

December 24
th

. We are guessing at about 80 

persons there that night. We need to get the 

food, take it to the Mission, cook it there, serve 

it, eat a meal with the residents, then clean up 

afterwards. If you can contribute money, food, 

or time to help us with this project, please let 

one of the board members know. This could be 

a nice family project and a way to work together 

with others for our community.  

 ALSO! Beth El Congregation has agreed 

to assist in providing shelter and food for the 

homeless during the week of Christmas, 

working with the Mosque (the area Churches 

that are often involved in this work are not able 

to assist because of their holy day observances 

this week). If you can provide/cook food, serve 

it, or help supervise at the shelter during this 

week, please talk to Sherri Alt or Ron Ornstein.  

  

TORAH PARASHIOT 

The Torah parashiot (Torah portions) 

read for the period covered by this newsletter 

include the following in December: Vayishlach, 

Vayeshev, Miketz, Vayigash, drawn from 

Bereshit (Gen.) 32:4-47:27, and Bamidbar 

(Num.) 7:1-17, 7:54-8:4.  

Haftarot read on Shabbatot (Sabbaths) in 

December include selections from Obadiah 1-2, 

Zechariah 2-4, 1 Kings 7, and Ezekiel 37.    

 

RABBINIC EDUCATIONAL 

INITIATIVES 

Please note that the offerings for adults 

continue this month. There are three on the 
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calendar. Please watch the bulletin for 

information on upcoming classes and courses 

each month.  

First, on December 6
th

, Sunday at 2 to 3 

pm, we will have the next in the series on 

Women in the Tanakh (Bible). This will be held 

at Beth El. All are welcome to join in our 

conversation. This has been rescheduled to take 

into account the preparations for the Chanukah 

celebration.  

Second, we will conclude on December 

3
rd

 the five session Introduction to Hebrew 

(Read Hebrew America) classes (at Beth El – 

concluded at THOI on November 30
th

).  

Third, on December 3
rd

, from 1-3 pm at 

Beth El, is the last of the five session course 

offered through the JMU Lifelong Learning 

Institute. This is the class on Anti-Semitism. 

Any member of Beth El or THOI who wishes is 

welcome to attend.  

Starting Sunday January 24
th

 at 6 pm at 

THOI, we will begin a discussion group around 

a book. The title of the book chosen is 

―Witnesses to the One: The Spiritual History of 

the Shema‖ by Rabbi Joseph B. Meszler. The 

publisher is Jewish Lights Publishing 

(www.Jewishlights.com) You can probably 

find this book online or in major book stores in 

both paperback and hardback, but if you have 

any difficulty, please let me know and I will see 

if I can suggest any way to make it easier to find 

it. The book looks at the Shema through the 

eyes of Jewish thinkers through the ages 

(something like the book ―G-d was in this place, 

and I, i did not know‖ by Lawrence Kushner). 

All who are interested in this discussion are 

welcome to join in. I think you will find this 

book worth reading. I expect to meet more or 

less every other week for an hour and a half, or 

two hours at most, to discuss one of the ten 

thinkers or chapters. We will see how far we 

get. This is open to congregants from both 

THOI and Beth El.   

   

CONGREGATIONAL TRIP TO 

ISRAEL 

I want to once again remind you to think 

ahead and plan for a congregational trip to Israel 

to take place in late February or March of 2011. 

Put it on your calendar, and save up for this 

fantastic opportunity! If you think this sounds 

interesting, please speak to me. It will be a 

different itinerary, but just as educational, 

enjoyable, exciting, and meaningful as the last 

trip!  

 

ITEMS OF NOTE THIS MONTH 

۞ ceDember 3
rd

 at 12:15-1:30 pm is the 

next meeting of the Interfaith 

Association. At this meeting, the 

program presented will be "Stories of 

Conflict and Cooperation Among Valley 

Congregations." Robert Hewett III, 

historian and author of "Where the River 

Flows," (a beautifully illustrated book on 

the history of faith communities in our 

area), will help us focus on how people 

of differing faith perspectives might find 

common ground today. It should be an 

extremely interesting presentation. The 

book specifically includes the Jewish 

community. The meeting is in the West 

Dining room at Eastern Mennonite 

University. Lunch is available for 

purchase in the cafeteria, starting at 

11:45 am. Please feel free to attend this 

meeting, and invite others.  

۞ The next Rabbi-led service at THOI will 

be on Friday December 4
th

, which will 

be the Fall Community Awareness 

Shabbat at THOI. Please invite anyone 

who may be interested in joining us to 

experience the service and the Oneg 

Shabbat that follows, and to have their 

questions answered.  

۞ Sunday, December 6
th

 at 3 pm, there will 

be a reading by published poet and 

author Sharon Leiter at THOI. This 

program is free and open to the 

community, though donations are 

requested.  

۞ On December 6
th

 from 5 to 7:30 pm, 

Shorty (the Youth group) will meet to 

plan their Ski Weekend service. This 

http://www.jewishlights.com/
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will be a dinner meeting, so please bring 

money for food, and don‘t forget your 

dues of $25 for Shorty/Nfty 

membership.  

۞ December 11
th

 at 7:30 pm will be the 

next Rabbi-led service at Beth El. This 

will also be the Chanukah service, so 

bring your Chanukiah and candles to 

light for the first night of Chanukah.   

۞ Decmber 12
th

 at 10 am at THOI is the 

next Kinderlachen (preschool play 

group) meeting, The theme will be 

Chanukah. Open to anyone in the 

community with a child of an 

appropriate age.  

۞ December 13
th

 is the Religious school 

observance of Chanukah during the 

regular Religious school hours. 

۞ Also on December 13
th 

at Beth El at 5 

pm will be the Chanukah performance, 

followed by the Chanukah dinner.  

۞ December 14
th 

at 7 pm is the THOI 

Board meeting.  

۞ December 17
th 

at 7:30 pm is the Beth El 

Board meeting.  

 ۞  December 18
th

 at 6 pm will be the 

Chanukah performance at THOI, 

followed by the Chanukah dinner at 7, 

lighting of the Chanukiot at 7:45, and 

Shabbat services with a special guest 

Haftarah reader at 8.  

۞ Thursday, December 24
th

 starting by 2 

pm, THOI members will meet at the 

Valley Mission and cook a full dinner 

for the residents and others who will be 

eating there on Christmas eve, then join 

them to eat, and finish with clean up. 

Look for more information on this soon.  

۞ The week of December 20
th

 Beth El 

Congregation will be assisting the 

Mosque in providing meals and shelter 

for those who are homeless in 

Harrisonburg. Those helping will need to 

prepare hot food for dinners and 

breakfasts, and help serve it (the food 

can be prepared ahead of time and 

frozen). If you are able to assist, please 

be in touch with Sherri Alt or Ron 

Ornstein.  

۞ December 25
th

 at 6 pm at Beth El there 

will be a Family Shabbat service. A 

regular rabbi-led service will begin at 

7:30 pm.  

۞ January 2
nd

, Saturday morning, there 

will be a Shacharit Shabbat service at 10 

am at THOI. There are plans to have a 

Kiddush luncheon following the service.  

 

OTHER MATTERS  

If you feel a conversation with the rabbi 

on any topic would be of benefit to you, please 

be in touch to make an appointment. You can 

call or email Rabbi Joe as shown elsewhere in 

this newsletter.  

Please know that we always seek 

congregant and guest participation in services 

throughout the year. If you are interested in 

leading a lay service, or in taking a role in a 

service, please be in touch with Don Chodrow, 

Ellen Werther, Lisa Solod, Rabbi Joe, or Beth 

Young. Roles include: reading Torah or 

Haftarah (Hebrew and English), serving as 

Gabbai (the ―MC‖ for the Torah service), an 

English reading, or having an honor. The honors 

we usually confer in our services include being 

called up for an Aliyah (saying the blessings for 

the Torah or the Haftarah reading; there are 

some restrictions on who may have this honor), 

serving as Hagbah (lift, hold, and carry the 

Torah), Gelilah (undressing and dressing the 

Torah), Petichah Usegurah (opening and closing 

the Ark), and candle lighting with the blessings. 

Please remember that these roles each are 

honors, and that we are counting on you to be 

there to help us make our services special.  

And if you are interested in singing for 

our services, please be in touch with Sarah 

Grove-Humphries, who is ably coordinating 

music for our worship.  

If you are interested in studying for and 

celebrating an adult B‘nai Mitzvah, or in 

learning to leyn (read/chant) Torah and/or 

Haftarah, or to lead services, or serve as a 

gabbai, please be in touch with the rabbi.  

If you are interested in or wish to 

consider conversion, or you just want to learn 

more about Judaism (whether you are Jewish or 

not), please be in touch with the rabbi.  
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CLOSING MESSAGE 

In this season of increased darkness, 

may you find light and love in your heart and in 

those around you. May the light of the 

Chanukiah spread, bringing joy and peace to all 

that see them, and from them to all others whom 

those persons touch. May you and your loved 

ones feel blessed.  
 

Rabbi Joe Blair  

December 2009 
 

REACHING THE RABBI & THE 

RABBI’S  AVAILABILITY  

The rabbi is available by appointment. If 

you wish to meet or speak with the rabbi, please 

email or call to set an appointment time. In that 

way, the rabbi will be able to respond and give 

you his full attention, as you deserve. Please 

note: the rabbi does not read or respond to email 

on Shabbat or holidays.  

In the event of an emergency, the rabbi 

may be contacted by telephone.  In that case, 

please call the cell phone number listed: if you 

reach voicemail, please leave a message 

speaking clearly with your name, telephone 

numbers, the specific topic, and be sure to 

express the need for an urgent response. The 

rabbi will respond as soon as possible. 

 

Rabbi Joe‘s Email:     

 RabbiJoeB@hotmail.com  

Beth El Congregation     

 540-434-2744 

Temple House of Israel     

 540-886-4091 

Cell phone (Please use this # for emergencies)

 434-981-3959   
 

 

  

 

 

 

01 Sadye  Spiro 1953 Member  

03 Alfred Ney 1954 Member Bill Ney’s & Leo Zindler’s Grandfather 

05 Anna Bloom 1932   

 Elizabeth Levey    

06 Sebastion Goldsmith 1929 Member  

 Albert Klingstein 1957   

08 Mollie Katzen 1986 Member  

09  Max Frankel 1980 Member  

 Elaine Trubitz 1983  Mark Trubitz’ Mother 

12 Rabbi  Jacob Schvanenfeld    

 Barnett Nelson    

 Molly Feig   Betty Nemoytin’s Mother 

13 Bertha Schvanenfeld 1948  Rabbi’s Wife 

 Roselea Kohen 1998  Andy Kohen’s Mother 

14 Simon Wender 1976 Member  

16 Agnes Moore   Cleda Frankel’s Mother 

 William A Loewner 1980 Member(Austin)  

 Simon Oestreicher 1918 Member  

17 Carl Ney 1967 Member  

18 Louis Hamburg    

 Rhoda Mintzer    

21 Esther Derechinsky   Max’s Wife 

 YAHRZEITS  YAHRZEITS 

mailto:RabbiJoeB@hotmail.com
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22 Sarah Rabinowitz    

 Gladys Ney 1984 Member  

 Rabbi Burton Padol 2004 Life Member Shelia Padol’s Husband 

23 Albert H Ash 1946  Eddie Ney’s Grandfather 

24 Nace Cohen    

25 Theresa Hirsch 1952 Member  

26 Amelia L Figgatt 1980 Member(Mimi)  

 Mal Mintzer    

 Joshua Rader Stein   Roberta Stein’s Son 

27 Anna Robinson 1949 Member Josh Robinson’s Aunt 

28 Josephine Merzger 1928 Member  

29 Pearl Rachel Katzen    

30 Eddie Ney 1940 Member Eddie Ney’s Grandfather 

 Doris Kalman   Brian Kalman’s Mother 

 Sarah Miller    

 Bertha Hammer 1957 Member  

31 Lenora Myerberg 1997 Member  

 Sarah Miller 1989 Member  

 

 

 

 
Beth El Congregation is grateful for the following generous donations: 

Donations From High Holiday Visitors: 

Jill Matusaw 

Sheila Padoll  

Yahrzeit Fund:  

Bo & Sandi Rose in memory of Sybil Rose, Bo‘s mother 

Milton Perlman in memory of Louis Perlman, brother 

Elliott & Thea Golub in memory of Charles Schweitzer, Thea‘s father 

Steve and Laurie Schwab in memory of Nathan Ratner, Laurie‘s fathe 

Bill & Leslie Ney in memory of Bill‘s grandmother, Annie Ney 

Max Derechinsky in memory of his father, Zvi  Hirsh Derechinsky 

Janet Kohen Music Fund  

Andy Kohen in honor of the 50th birthday of Lee Zabin      

 

Donations for the Repair of our Torahs:  

Joshua & Estelle Robinson 

Eliot Robinson & Liane Schleifer 

Carol Robinson Schepp & Louis Schepp 

Additional Donation 

Paint (linen) from Allen Tischler 

 

 

 
 

DONATIONS 
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Each child brings his own blessing into the 

world.  –Talmud, Nedarim 

 

A hearty Mazel Tov to our three new Alef 

students – Keenan Glago, Danielle Hall, and 

Maxfield Joyner, who attended consecration 

service at Temple House of Israel on Saturday, 

November 14.  We rejoiced with them and the 

other attending religious school students who 

helped lead us in several prayers and songs.  Our 

three new students received beautiful certificates 

and their own torah.  We welcome them to the 

study of torah!!  Thank you so much to the 

Sisterhood of Temple House of Israel for 

providing a lovely Kiddush lunch after the 

Consecration service.  It was delicious and 

enjoyed by all. 

 

The religious school is proud to present a 

Chanukah musical under the direction of 

Roberta Stein.  We will perform our musical at 

Beth El at 5:00pm on Sunday, December 13 and 

at Temple House of Israel on Friday, December 

18.  We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

L‘shalom, 

Dara Hall, Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Beth El men are invited to join us at Dave's Taverna (downtown) on Thursday, Dec. 10, at 6 PM for 

dinner and a short meeting.  Other upcoming activities include helping at HARTS thermal shelter - dates 

tba, donating books to Spotswood High School library, the next Lion's Club spaghetti dinner on Jan. 19, 

SHORTY ski weekend spaghetti dinner on Friday Jan. 22 and the annual Men's Club Shabbat service on 

February 26.  Please consider participating in as many events as you can .  Thanks. 

 

 

 

Eight congregants took a trip to the Volunteer Farm on November 7th. We had a beautiful day to pick up 

rocks and move them to help build a dam for an irrigation system. We also helped clear brush and stuff 

envelopes for mailing. It was a great feeling to know we contributed in helping to feed the hungry 

through the Food Bank. We will try to plan another day after all of the holidays. Thanks to all who went 

along!    

There will not be a Sisterhood meeting in December, we will be busy with Hanukkah!! 

 

 

 

 

We had a great turn out for our Parents Night Out babysitting on November 7th. Shorty cared for 10 

children, we made pizzas, played games, made crafts, watched movies and celebrated Havdalah together. 

We had a great night, thank you to all of the parents and kids and to Shorty!  Our next meeting is Sunday 

December 6 at 5pm. We will be planning for the ski weekend. 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

MEN’S CLUB 

SISTERHOOD 

SHORTY 
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Mark your calendars for our annual ski weekend, JANUARY 22-24. Thanks to everyone for being 

involved.  Sherri Alt 
 

 

 

THIS WON'T COST YOU ANYTHING 

After every trip and hotel stay, we usually come home with small toiletries - that we don't 

use, don't need, and are un-opened.  Just bring these toiletries to the Temple and put them  

in the basket in the lobby.  Sisterhood will collect and donate them to First Step, a haven 

for abused women. 
    

BEMA BASKET REMINDER 

At many times throughout the year, congregation members choose to purchase flower 

arrangements to adorn the bema, in honor or memory of a loved one or an event. Instead of 

purchasing flowers, in the future, we encourage congregants to honor/remember a family member 

or friend, (or just support the food bank) by making a donation to the Sisterhood, in any amount, 

designated for feeding the hungry. Sisterhood will then donate the money, in your name, to The 

Blue Ridge Area Food Bank. The contribution will be recognized from the bema and in the Bridge. 

Donations can be sent/given to Kate Neckowitz, Sisterhood Treasurer, c/o Beth El. You will see a 

beautifully decorated food basket in the place where you often see flowers on the bema, indicating 

that a donation has been received. Remember that you can make sure that the basket is in place for 

ANY service. 

 

       

Poetry Reading 

Poet Sharon Leiter of Charlottesville, Virginia, will give a reading from her latest book The Dream 

of Leaving, Sunday December 6, at 3 o’clock p.m., at Temple House of Israel in Staunton.  The 

Dream of Leaving, Leiter’s  second book of poems, was a finalist in the Main Street Rag national 

poetry competition, and explores the mysteries of owning a body and relinquishing it, of desire 

unleashed and desire modified, and of losing family and friends to death and how to hold on to 

those people after death.  In a poem cycle dedicated to her parents, Leiter calls upon her Jewish 

heritage to explore the universal experience of loss and to assert her own existence within the 

generational chain. 

 

Leiter has published poetry, fiction, non-fiction and literary criticism. Her most recent scholarly 

work is Critical Companion to Emily Dickinson: A Literary Reference to Her Life and Work. She 

has published a previous book of poetry as well as a study of the Russian poet, Anna Akhmatova.  

Leiter, a former New York native, has lived in Charlottesville for many years and now teaches 

literature in the Bachelors of Interdisciplinary Studies program at the University of Virginia. 

A discussion, along with coffee and cake, will take place after the reading, and Leiter will be 

available to sign books. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Get Ready 

The Chanukah Dinner 
Announcement and Reservation 
Flyer will be coming soon in the 

mail. 

  

Anne’s Birthday 
 
The Mintzer family will have an open house on 
Tuesday January 5th to celebrate Anne's 97th 
birthday. Eat dinner and then come to the 
Mintzer's for dessert, coffee and of course 
birthday cake. The time will be 6:30 to 9:00 PM. 
Address:  571 Ott St 
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Joe Blair  Rabbi 

Gary Stein  President 

Sherri Alt  Vice President 

Mona Wolf  Secretary 

Michelle Ornstein Treasurer 

Judy Freudenthal Trustee 

Andy Kohen  Trustee 

Bill Ney   Trustee 

Sherri Alt  Sisterhood President 

Ron Ornstein  Men’s Club President 

Judy Liss  At large member 

Chuck Slott  At large member 

Margee Greenfield Immediate Past President 

December 2009 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

  1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 
Lay Service  
 

5 
 
Parashat 
Vayishlach 

6 
 
Religious School 
(13) 
Bagel Bar 
 
Chanukah Gift 
Shop Open 
 
Shorty Meeting 
 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 
Men’s Club 
Meeting 

11 
 
Rabbi Service  
 
24th of Kislev, 5770 
Chanukah: 1 
Candle 

12 
 
Kinderlachen 
at THOI 10 
AM 
Parashat 
Vayeshev 
 

13 
 
Religious School 
(14) 
Bagel Bar 
 
Chanukah Gift 
Shop Open 
 
Religious School 
Show & Chanukah 
Dinner 
5:00 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 
Rosh Chodesh 
Tevet 

18 
 
Lay Service  
 
Religious 
School Show 
at THOI 
 
1st of Tevet, 5770 
Rosh Chodesh 
Tevet 
Chanukah: 8 
Candles 

19 
 
 
Parashat Miketz 
Chanukah: 8th 
Day 

20 
 
No Religious 
School  
 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
Family 
Shabbat  
6:00 
 
Rabbi Service  
7:30 

26 
Parashat 
Vayigash 

27 
 
No Religious 
School  
 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

31 
 

    

Bridge Editor 

 

Elliott Golub 

Elgolubret@comcast.net 

181 Turkey Drive 

McGaheysville,VA, 22840 

 

540-289-5336 
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http://www.hebcal.com/sedrot/vayishlach.html
http://www.hebcal.com/sedrot/vayishlach.html
http://www.hebcal.com/holidays/chanukah.html
http://www.hebcal.com/holidays/chanukah.html
http://www.hebcal.com/sedrot/vayeshev.html
http://www.hebcal.com/sedrot/vayeshev.html
http://www.hebcal.com/holidays/rosh-chodesh-tevet.html
http://www.hebcal.com/holidays/rosh-chodesh-tevet.html
http://www.hebcal.com/holidays/rosh-chodesh-tevet.html
http://www.hebcal.com/holidays/rosh-chodesh-tevet.html
http://www.hebcal.com/holidays/chanukah.html
http://www.hebcal.com/holidays/chanukah.html
http://www.hebcal.com/sedrot/miketz.html
http://www.hebcal.com/holidays/chanukah.html
http://www.hebcal.com/holidays/chanukah.html
http://www.hebcal.com/sedrot/vayigash.html
http://www.hebcal.com/sedrot/vayigash.html
mailto:Elgolubret@comcast.net

