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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

A question was thrown out at our last
board meeting: “What are you passionate
about?” I’ll tell you what I’m passionate about
in terms of this congregation: I’m passionate
about the wonderful things that are done in our
Religious School—Dby the students, by the
Rabbi, by the teachers, and by the parent
volunteers, which those of us who were at the
Religious School Shabbat service had an
opportunity to experience. I’'m passionate about
our youth group, small as it is this year. ’'m
passionate about how our Men’s Club and
Sisterhood take on the volunteer work that they
do both in our small and in our larger
community. I’m passionate about our members
who come to our services to pray and those who
come to our Sunday bagel bar simply to
schmooze. When I work on our archives, I’'m
passionate about preserving the rich history of
our Jewish community. I’m passionate about the
support we get from all our board members,
who take on way too much work.

I’m also passionate about what more we
can do, what actions we can take. And
“ACTIONS?” is the operative word. We are a
people of faith and of actions. There is a reading
in the new URJ prayerbook the Mishkan T’Filah
(1 do like quoting from that amazing book) that
should speak to us:

Religion Embraces both faith and
action.The primary quality is action, for
it lays the foundation for faith; the more
we do good, the more readily do we
grasp the meaning of duty and life and
the more readily do we believe in the
Divine from which stems the good.

The Talmud teaches us: “When Moses
held up his staff to part the sea, nothing
occurred until Nachshon ben Aminadav stepped
into the waters. Whereupon the waters began to
part.” I take this to mean that Moses had enough
faith in G-d that he only had to raise his staff,
but G-d wasn’t moved to do anything until one
of His people took that first step.

What are you passionate about? Let me
know, by e-mail (steingaryst@aol.com) or by
phone (540-432-1381 or cell 540-383-3710) and
I’ll help you take that first step.
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FROM THE RABBI 6S DESK

My dear Valley Jews and Friends, Monday, March 9" at 7 pm there will
Shalom. be a Purim service at Temple House of Israel.
The winter is beginning to wane as | We will read the full Megillah (in a

write this article (despite what the groundhog combination of Hebrew and English). This

told us). We have had some beautiful days, service is jointly sponsored by Beth El and

even some warm weat her .Teniple Hiide 6f Briack Coattmeshaie s

come and gone, and the sap is rising in the welcomed! J

trees. Our world is moving towards renewal, March 10™, Tuesday, in

spring, and rebirth. There is a sense of hope Harrisonburg, there will be an Adult

that the days are growing more pleasant, Education program through Beth El

many things in our lives are improving, and Congregation. This will be a viewing of the

we feel that the world has the potential to be first class in the video series on the Bible by

a better place. Professor Amy Jill Levine of Vanderbilt

University. A discussion will follow. Dr.
EVENTS & ACTIVITIES IN THE Levine is an excellent teacher and this series
promises to be outstanding and well worth

COMMUNITY attending. The facilitator for this series is Bill
Busy, busy, busy - that is what we are! Ney. If you are interested, please be in touch

J March is going to be a VERY Full month. with him. This is a new series, and has the
February 28", at 5-8 pm is the Beth EIl - potential to be a wonderful opportunity to

Hank®s Fundraising di nnidd andtalktogether. Alsoin Adult
March 8" will be the Religious School education, watch for information to be

Purim celebration. There will be an forthcoming about a set of talks at Beth El by

abbreviated reading of the Meglllah, suitable one of the newest members of our

for children, followed by a costume parade community, Dr. Frances Flannery, professor

and some related activities at Beth El. of Jewish studies at IMU. She has kindly
Also on March 8" there will be a agreed to offer several sessions. Information

performance of the pl ayshouldbdderf as Rénhtasive HaR HateMiid

Soul ,” based on the acttmakt stories as told to

the author by sever al Ho | oThetelUss trorah Himud (stidg)rat S .

presented at Beth EI Congregation at 2 pm. 6:30 pm on Friday, March 13" at Beth El,

The performers are home schooled students followed by a rabbi-led Shabbat evening

in our area, directed by Carol Towns. We are service.

in discussions with the author of the play, There is a Shabbat morning service at

KeIIy BrOCk, to attend and Speak to the 10 am on Saturday1 March 14th at Temp|e

audience following the performance. In the House of Israel, followed by a Kiddush

event that Ms. BFOCk iS not avallable, we will |unche0n and Torah Llshmah (study)

ask a Holocaust Survivor whose own Saturday evening, March 14th, there is

experience was similar to some of those a combined Dinner & Havdalah, and a

described to Speak with us. This play will also Shenandoah Va”ey Holocaust Education

be performed that evening at 7 pm at the Project (SVHEP) presentation. You are

New Covenant Church in Weyers Cave. invited to come to Beth El at 6:30 pm, when

the Beth El Sisterhood will offer a Deli



dinner, at the conclusion of which we will
perform the Havdalah service, as someone
said, making this Havdeli! 3 Following the
Havdalah ritual, the film The Power of Good
will be shown, and a discussion will follow.
This documentary is a wonderful, uplifting
and hopeful film about the good that came
from the efforts of one man to help save
children in Europe during the lead up to the
Holocaust.

March 16™, Monday, there is a board
meeting at Temple House of Israel at 7 pm.

Tuesday, March 17™, there will be a
Shenandoah Valley Holocaust Education
Project presentation held at Temple House of
Israel at 7 pm. Mr. Leon Bass, an African-
American man who suffered under the laws
and practices of segregation in the United
States, chose to answer the call of his country
and enlist in the US military. He was sent to
Europe as part of the US army. There, by
chance, he became one of the liberators of the
concentration camps, and he was a witness to
the conditions in those camps. All of his
experiences inform the message that he
shares about the need to overcome hate and
bigotry and prejudice. He is a powerful
speaker, a first-hand witness to what hate can
do and why we need to combat it, and an
amazing human being. Not to be missed! Free
and open to the public. Suitable for children
age 7 and up.

There will be a board meeting at Beth
El on Thursday, March 19™ at 7:30 pm.

NFTY"s TheVen22"is
We hope all of our SHORTY members,
together with Sherri Alt, Joel Ornstein, and
Rabbi Joe will attend.

Sunday, March 22", at Temple House
of Israel, another event in the Shenandoah
Valley Holocaust Education Project will be
held. At 3 pm, we will offer a showing of the
film entitled
Ot i | | iow the effortatdsave Jewish
DPs from certain death. We are still seeking
to have one of the principal people that
undertook these efforts to speak following the
film, but have not yet arranged that. .

There will be a teacher training
workshop on teaching the Holocaust in
connection with cultural diversity,
intolerance, prejudice, and genocide in
historical and contemporary in context. We
hope to present this ADL designed and led
three hour workshop on two occasions, and
to be able to offer continuing education
credits through Mary Baldwin and through
Blue Ridge Community College. The session
at Mary Baldwin College will take place on
April 4" at 10 am to 1 pm, and offer
continuing education credits for teachers.
The program is free. For more information
please contact Katharine Gorsuch at 817-
781-9229. To learn more about the offering,
please contact D. Goldberg at her office at
the ADL at 202-296-8310.

There will be a rabbi-led Shabbat
evening service on March 27" at Temple
House of Israel at 7:30 pm.

The second session of THOI
Kinderlach will be held on March 28",
Saturday morning, at 10 am. We invite all
pre-schoolers (and slightly older siblings) and
families to join us for an hour of Jewish
culture and fun. We will use Passover as the
theme for this session. If you have any
guestions, please contact Rabbi Joe.

The Temple House of Israel Board
wi || hold its" retreat
March 25" and March 30". For more
information, contact the President.

Looking only

Staunton Jewish Film Festival. The opening
reception will be at THOI on Friday. All
screenings of the films will be at the Visulite
Theaters in Staunton VA. There are two
films to be shown on Friday, and four each
on Saturday and Sunday. There will be two
opportunities to see each film. There will be a

“Di s pl ac espeaker bripresantet a¢ onesof the 8o .

showings of each of the films. Watch for
more information on the schedule, tickets,
and other details to be forthcoming, and hold
the dates!

On April 3™ and 4™ we will celebrate
the Bar Mitzvah of Max Kohn at Beth El.

a
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On April 8" at 6 pm at Temple House
of Israel, we will have the community seder
for Passover. Information on reservations
should be coming out shortly.

There will a second night community
Passover seder on April 9" at 6 pm at Beth
El. Information on reservations for that seder
should be sent out shortly.

If we can find a day on the calendar
and arrange a time, we hope to schedule a
trip to the Richmond Holocaust Museum as
another event in the Shenadoah Valley
Holocaust Education Project. If we do, we
can tour the museum with a docent, and also
arrange a meeting with one of the founders of
that museum who is a Holocaust Survivor,
and who will share his story with us. This
would be a day trip, probably caravanning.
Let Rabbi Joe know if you would be
interested, and we can see about possible
dates.

Of course, our regular and usual
events, such as Religious school, continue
throughout this period.

When making plans, be sure to look at
the calendar in the bulletin and also at the
online announcements which generally have
the most up-to-date information.

REFUAH SHELEMAH

BIMHEYRAH

(Speedy & Complete Health and Wholeness)
We extend continuing wishes for
healing and shalem (wholeness) to: Miriam
Banker; David Berger; Sarah Berger; Candy
Blatt; Franklin Blatt; Ruth Clayman;
Charlie and Gal e
parent); Sam Dailey; Harry Dailey; Frances
Flannery; Thea Golub; Dara Hall; Mary
Handley; Erwin Helbraun; Joyce Helbraun;
Max Kohn; Lynne Landsberg; Joe Landson;
Anne Mintzer; Shirley Merlin; Marueen
O" Call aghan; Milton
Heidi Rafferty; Gregg Rafferty; Herb
Rodbell; Roberta Stein; Saul Robinson;
Chris Robles; Rebekah Robles; Leah Robles;
John Stewart; and anyone else who should be
included in our thoughts and prayers at this

time. With this number of names included,
we note that the flu, or something like it, has
been making the rounds in the community.

MAZAL TOV to Alan and Kate Neckowitz —
new grandparents, and to Aaron and Rachael
Neckowitz, new parents, on the arrival of
Belle Carson Neckowitz.

CONDOLENCES to Dale Brothers and
family on the sudden recent loss of her sister
Karen.

CONCLUSION

As you can tell, we are busy and doing
a lot of different things! Please be sure to
participate and take advantage of all that we
offer!

IN THE LARGER COMMUNITY

As | wrote last month, our
congregation has made more efforts to reach
out beyond the walls of the Shul, and work
with our community. | hope you are as
pleased as | am at how the congregation has
stepped up and worked to meet the needs in
our region. The work with the HARTS
program was wonderful. It helped some of
those in the community who really needed it;
and also made our members who took part
appreciate how much of an impact they could
have, and how that same effort is both a hand
to those in need and a gift to themselves.

The Beth EI Sisterhood continues to
take the lead in planning for our congregants
to work at the Volunteer Farm. , as well as

C | e mo nksittifigftoonake tGihgaforlthiose ih reeed.

Please think about joining them in their
efforts.

The Bet h EI Men*" s
Sisterhood led the congregation in working
with the HARTS shelter, housing and feeding

P e rtthose an nepd d@ g awgek iR Januaryewhen

it is too cold for anyone to remain outside.
Shorty worked to support both of these
efforts, and is thinking about supplying food
to the Valley Mission in Staunton as a
project, perhaps even volunteering to cook



and serve there. The preschool and religious
school collected food at their Chanukah
performance. We continue to send food and
needed items to the First Step and Blue Ridge
area Food Bank, as well as support Mazon.

An assortment of donations have been
sent on behalf of the congregation to a wide
variety of causes and groups (some of them
listed above), as well as supporting
individuals and families in our community,
through the Rabbi s
That fund is now depleted (actually running
at a slight deficit) and donations to support it
are welcomed.

In short, as a group we have sought to
embody the mitzvot (commandments) by
taking on acts of tzedakah (righteous
actions), gemilut Chasidim (deeds of loving
kindness), tikkun olam (repair of the world),
and Hakhnasat orchim (hospitality). Three of
these are identified in Pirke Avot (Ethics of
the Fathers) as one of the sets of three pillars
upon which the whole world rest, and on
which the stability of our world depends.
These are all deep rooted Jewish values that
inform so much of what each of us does, even
when we are not conscious of it.

Now, more than ever, in light of all the
ill news in the economy, the sense of trouble
in the world, the damage to our environment,
and in the face of all that we must each deal
with, it is my hope and prayer that as a
kehillah kedoshah (a holy community) we
can continue to act in this way, and to grow
in our actions to embody mitzvot and the
underlying values they represent, to help heal
and improve our own community and the
world. I am grateful and awed by your
generosity of spirit as shown over and over
again. It is awesome and holy work that we
have been involved with, and | want to
acknowledge you all for your part in it. Kol
Hakavod Lekulam (all honor to each of you).

THE CALENDAR & HOLIDAYS

ADAR A NISAN (MARCH)

Adar began February 25" and runs
until March 25", The 26" of March is Rosh
Chodesh for Nisan, which runs from March

26™ until the 24" of April, with the 26™ of
March being Rosh Chodesh (head of the
month) for Nisan, and April 24" and 25™
being Rosh Chodesh for lyar.

In the month of Adar, there is one
holiday that is celebrated. That holiday is
called Purim (a Pur is a lot, something picked
randomly, as in a drawing, based on chance
and luck, along the lines of choosing straws
or rolling dice to make a decision. Purim is

Di stle pleral foronn-aorchances ar lotd)..

Adar is considered especially blessed
because it is the month in which Purim falls.
In the Talmud, the rabbis said that even in
messianic times, after all other holidays were
eliminated as no longer necessary, we would
still celebrate Purim. It is written in the

Tal mud, that ,one who
of Adar increases joy
The observance of Purim begins on
the13"of Adar wit h rtthee

fast of Esther). This is a sunup to sundown
fast in commemoration of the fast that Esther
undertook and commanded other Jews to
take as she prepared to go in to the king
without being called. It occurs on the 13" day
of Adar —the day before Purim —which this
year falls on March 9™. At sundown on
March 9™ through sundown on March 10" it
is the 14" day of Adar, and Purim.

Some also have the custom of
celebrating Purim an extra day on the 15™ of
Adar, calling it Shushan Purim. That is
explained by the fact that Shushan was a
walled city, and the messengers sent to
convey the revised edict of the king could not
enter until the next morning, so the Jews of
Shushan did not hear of the changed
circumstances until the following day. Thus,
wehavean, extra“ day to
delay that occurred when the city gates were
closed at night for security.

The major mitzvot (commandments)
concerning Purim are to hear the Megillat
Ester (scroll/story of Esther) read, and to
provide Shalach Manot (sending of portions,
in the form of treats (often Hamantaschen —
the three cornered filled cookies that are
supposed to remind u
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perhaps his ears! - and other tasty bits) for
friends and family, or in the form of
necessities for those less fortunate who are in
need). Since we are encouraged to send
something to everyone, no one can tell who is
getting something because they are in need,
as opposed to receiving simply as a sign of
friendship or affection. I hope you will follow
this custom and send shalach manot to
support those in need. You can do so by
donating food or sending a contribution to
the Food Bank or to Mazon.

Some have the custom of turning
things ,upside down"
costumes are worn, the service is conducted
with odd musical choices, and frequently a
Purim Spiel (a performance of a satirical
piece as a spoof or lampoon) is offered up
making fun of leaders, politicians, and
institutions. For some, they take this to mean
that as opposed to the rest of the year we are
encouraged to drink beyond the normal
measure, until we cannot tell the difference
on hearing it between
Mordechai ® and ,cursed
become a de facto assumption on many
college campuses and in parts of the
Orthodox Jewish world. In fact, however,
this can NOT be considered a true mitzvah,
because it conflicts with a basic principle of
Judaism that one may not endanger
themselves; for many people, depending on
the circumstances, drinking a larger than
accustomed amount of alcohol can be
dangerous and unhealthy; for others, it is
literally life threatening. For these reasons,
drinking additional or, all the more so,
excessive, amounts of alcohol cannot be
considered a mitzvah.

TORAH PARASHIOT

Torah parashiot (Torah portions)
read for the period covered by this newsletter
include the following: March 2009 Tetzaveh,
Ki Tisa, Vayakhel, Pekudei, and Vayikra,
drawn from Shemot (Exodus) 27:20-40:38
and Vayikra (Leviticus) 1:1-5:26. This year,
in order to fit all fifty-four of the weekly
parashiot (sections of the Torah) into the

calendar, we combine the two readings of
Vayakhel and Pekudei into a single week.
We also read special sections of the
Torah from Devarim (Deuteronomy) 25:17-
19 for Shabbat Zachor (Sabbath of
remembering, on which we are told to recall
Amalek and what they did along the way as
the Hebrews wandered in the wilderness),
Bamidbar (Numbers) 19:1-22 on Shabbat
Parah (the portion concerning the ritual of
the red heifer), and Shemot (Exodus) 12:1-20
on Shabbat HaChodesh (telling us that we
are about to enter the month, and bless it,

o0 nknomas THER monéhfbdacassa it is the month

in which Pesach (Passover) falls, celebrating
the time of our liberation and redemption —
which is coming in just a few weeks, on the
15" of Nisan!).

Haftarot (selections from the
Prophets) read on Shabbatot (Sabbaths) in
this month include selections from 1 Samuel
15, Ezekiel 36, 45-46, and Isaiah 43-44.

tOTHER NOTES IS

IS

Ifybl' fedl a converSation with®the
rabbi on any topic would be of benefit to you,
please be in touch to make an appointment.
You can call or email Rabbi Joe.

Please know that we always seek
congregant and guest participation in
services throughout the year. If you are
interested in taking a role in a service, please
be in touch with Rabbi Joe, Beth Young, Don
Chodrow, Leah Farmer, or Lisa Warren.
Roles include: reading Torah (Hebrew or
English), reading Haftarah (Hebrew or
English), delivering a Devar Torah, serving
as Gabbai (the “MC” f
or being offered an honor in the service. The
Honors we usually confer in our services
include being called up for an Aliyah (saying
the blessings for the Torah or the Haftarah
reading in Hebrew or English), serving as
Hagbah (lift, hold, and/or carry the Torah),
Gelilah (undressing and dressing the Torah),
or Petichah Usegurah (opening and closing
the Ark).

Of course, if you are interested in
studying for and celebratingaB “ n a i

or
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or in learning to leyn (read/chant) Torah
and/or Haftarah, or to lead services, or to be
a Gabbai, please be in touch with the rabbi.

CLOSING MESSAGE

We have felt the cold, and been teased
by a few lovely, warmer days. These beautiful
days presage things to come; the days are
already lengthening. That means there is
more light each day (the days are longer),
and the climate seems more mild and
pleasant. May each of us feel that and
experience it in our lives; not only as a matter
of the clock and calendar. May the growing
light and more pleasant climate also be a
metaphor for our situation in this world, and
an answer to our prayers.

Rabbi Joe Blair

The office is not staffed and the
building is generally closed when the rabbi is
not in. Messages are checked by the rabbi at
both congregations, and email is frequently
read during the week. Please understand that
the rabbi will not be available or reply on
Shabbat or on Jewish holidays unless it is an
emergency that cannot wait.

In the event of an urgent need the
rabbi may be contacted by telephone. In that
case, please call the cell phone number listed,
leaving a detailed message, and be sure to
express the need for an immediate response.

If you wish to make an appointment to
see the rabbi please feel free to call (886-
4091) or email (rabbijoeb@hotmail.com).
To minimize driving, he is grouping
appointments in Staunton on Mondays and
Fridays, and in Harrisonburg on Sundays
and Thursdays. Other days may be possible —

March 2009 contact him to ask about that possibility.
REACHING THE RABBI & THE Rabbi Joe"s Email:
RABBI 6S AVAI LABILITY RabbiJoeB@hotmail.com

The rabbi is available to meet by
appointment. If you wish to meet or speak
with the rabbi, please email or call to set an
appointment.

Beth EI Congregation
540-434-2744

Temple House of Israel
540-886-4091

Cell phone (Please use this # for emergencies)
434-981-3959

MARCH YAHRZEITS

01 Ivan Lantz

03 Julias Wise 1954
Mary Frank Loewner 1945
04 Joshua Rabinowitz
05 Bertha Ney 1943
Lilly Schwartz
Shirley Dobin 1982
Rosalie Hirsch 1988
06 Joseph Berney
Hetty Marrick 1972
07 Maurice Scheuer 1935

Bob
Member

Lant z* Fat her

Member
Member
Gale Clemons Mother
Member

Member
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08
09
10

12
14
15
16
18
19
20
21

22

23

24
25

26
27
29

31

Sadie Derechensky
Rae Slater

Baruch Ney
Merwin Kalman
Phyllis Rodbell

Joe Kimmel
Nathan Minskoff
Anna Rodbell
Lenore White
Jonathan Freudenthal
Mary Blatt

Louis Amber

Rose Solomon
Joseph Huffman
Louise Perlman
Augusta Loewner
Rabbi Bernard Bloom
Morton Nusbaum
Flossie Hollander
Sigmund Wise
Esther Clayman
Abraham Bersson
William Friddle
Michael Mintzer
Aaron Sissman
Cornelia Oestreicher
Esther Miller
Charles Schwalb
Lilly Schwartz
Phillip Feig
Beatrice Schwalb
Fanny Spivak

Max Sissman
Rabbi David Fazon
Margot Stein
George Goldberg

1950
1915
1974
1959
1994
1903
1903
1997
1883

1888
1909
1981

1958
1976

1918
1951

1983

1982

2005

Max “ de W
Member

Member The Original B. Ney
Brian Kal man

Her b Rodbel
Member

Jerry Mins
Her b Rodbe
Mi ke White®"
Judy Freud
Frank BIl at
Mi |l dr ed
Mi |l ton Per |
Member

Rabbi at Beth El
Member

Child

Member

Harry Cl ayma

Bob Bersson®

Member

Anne Mintzer

Member

Member

Steve Schwal
Member

Betty Nemoyt
Steve Schwal
Dave Frankel
Gary Stein®
Dave Merl.
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DONATIONS

Gifts & Memorials

In honor of Anne Mintzer’s 96th Birthday:

Rabbi Lynne Landsberg
Milton Perlman

In memory of Karen Vanderhoof, sister of Dale Brothers:

Chuck Slott
Andy Kohen

In memory of Dee Goldstein, Lisa’s mother:

Kevin & Lisa Giovanetti
Carl Goldstein, Lisa's father

Janet Kohen Music Fund
Rabbi Lynne Landsberg

Joan Funston in memory of Karen VVanderhoof

Ruth Clayman, in memory of Harry Clayman, husband
Eddie Ney in memory of Fanny Loewner Ney

Arnie Kahn, in memory of Ida Fielder, mother-in-law
Anne Mintzer in memory of Harry Moodnick, brother

Other donations:
Rabbi Joseph & Karen Blair

Temple Sinai (Newport News, Temple Ski Weekend folks)

Congratulations to the Neckowitz Family on the birth of Belle Carson Neckowitz to

parents Rachel and Aaron, and to Grannies Alan and Kate

Jerry and Esther Minskoff

MENGS CLUB NEWS

Thanks to all who have participated in
what was a very busy month of activities,
culminating in the Men's Club Shabbat
Service. Our next event will be serving
our 3rd and final Lions Club spaghetti
dinner of the year, followed by a regular
meeting. Thanks to Eddie N. and Les M.
for taking the lead on this. We are also
hosting our annual Brotherhood-
Sisterhood dinner, inviting a Methodist

church from the Elkton area at 6:30 on
March 29. Please plan to attend and
thanks to Jerry for his ongoing work at
making this annual event a big success. If
you haven't been active in Men's Club,
we invite you to join us in brotherhood.




SCHOOL NEWS

Greetings from the Religious School
For a short month, February certainly
proved to be very busy for our students!

On February 8", we celebrated Tu
B’Shevat with a delicious seder of fruits
and nuts. In honor of the New Year of
the Trees, we planted parsley seeds. We
would like to thank Marie Landes, our
volunteer parent, for overseeing this
event. She did an awesome job as
always! Thank you also to all of the
parents and teachers that helped by
bringing a food item and setting and
cleaning up.

We are so proud of our students! On
February 13", the Religious School did a
wonderful job of conducting Shabbat
services at Beth El. We began the
evening with a pizza dinner for the
families of all the religious school

Board Members

Joe Blair Rabbi

Gary Stein President
Jerry Minskoff Vice President
Becky Mintzer Secretary
Michelle Ornstein Treasurer
Judy Freudenthal Trustee

Andy Kohen Trustee

Bill Ney Trustee

Sherri Alt

Marlene Brumbaugh
Phil Renick
Margee Greenfield

Sisterhood President

Ron Ornstein Men“s Club
At large member

At large member
Immediate Past President

students courtesy of the Religious
School. Thank you to Rabbi Joe,
Roberta Stein, the co-principals and all of
the teachers for helping prepare our
students. It was a wonderful success.
The evening ended with a delicious
fondue for the Oneg thanks to Mona
Wolfe.

This month we look forward to our
Purim Celebration on March 8" and our
Model Passover Seder on March 29",
We hope you will join us in keeping our
music director, Roberta Stein, in your
prayers as she undergoes surgery this
month. We look forward to her speedy
recovery and return to Religious School.

L’Shalom,
Dara, Linda & Ruth

Bridge Editor

Elliott Golub
Elgolubret@comcast.net
181 Turkey Drive
McGaheysville,VA, 22840

540-289-5336

President
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Reli gious School Shabbat
19 Shvat, 5769

| T" S OFREI CI AL

THE ANNUAL BROTHERHOOD/SISTERHOOD DINNER
March 29, 6:30 pm

Our church guests this year come from the United Methodist Church of Elkton.
Their congregants are relatively rural, but not all. Of special interest is that some of
them are descendants of families that lived in Shenandoah National park and were
evicted and/or burned out of their homes to make room for progress and expansion
of modern facilities in the park. These events occurred decades ago. However, some
have retained burial rights in the Park. AS ALWAYS, this should be an interesting
and informative evening for both congregations.

PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND
Dinner - $10 per person
RSVP TO:
Jerry Minskoff —540-434-6973 - minskojg@jmu.edu
Or
Ron Ornstein —540 —434- 8605 - ornfam@comcast.net
By March 19, 2009
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Linda and Peter Kohn invite you to J oin us as our son
Max Yaxche David is called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah
Saturday, April 4, 2009 :
10 Nissan, 5769
at ten o'clock in the morning

Kiddush luncheon to follow at Beth El Congregation
Friday evening s ervice at 7:30

Please let me know if you have any questions.
421 - 5208 (cell anytime)

Thank you very much.

Adult Education
IN THE BEGINNING

We are starting a new Adult Education program for Beth EI. It will
consist of 24 lectures on The Old Testament. Each program will consist of
one 30 minute DVD recording of a lecture of Dr. Amy-Jill Levine of
Vanderbilt University Divinity School. After the lecture, there will be time
for discussion. The first program is scheduled for Tuesday March 10 at
7:00PM at the temple.

Please contact Bill Ney if you are interested in attending so material can
be e-mailed to you prior to class. Hope you can attend. It will be very
entertaining.
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Adopt a Tree
At our February meeting the Board of Directors approved a project that was
brought to us by Mary Handley last fall—to plant 16 fruit trees on our
grounds, the harvest of which will be donated to local food banks. The trees
and their planting will cost $50.00 each. They will be planted this spring. We
encourage members of our congregation to donate $50.00 and “adopt a tree”
for this worthwhile project that addresses our core values of
Tzedakah (righteous actions) and Tikkun Olam (repair of the world).

ATTENTION Thanks to all who helped
Lenore Price's and Marlene with Hanks Dinner. Special
Brumbaugh’s email addresses have thanks to Maureen

Goldberger for doing the

changed. tickets and letters.
lenore723@yahoo.com Marlene

mommom41137@verizon.net
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March 2009
 Sunday Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday = Thursday = Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Parashat Tetzaveh
Religious School Lay Service Shabbat Zachor
Bagel Bar
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Religious School Ta'anit Esther ~ |[Purim Deli dinner
Purim Feast of Esther  |Adult Ed: Shushan Purim Rabbi Service (14) Havdalah Service
Bagel Bar The Old Torah Study 6:30
Joint Purim Testament Sisterhood 6:30 Film: “The Power of
“Who Returned my Soul” |Service at 7:00 meeting Good”
performance THOI Parashat Ki Tisa
2:00
15 16 7 18 19 20 21
Religious School Parashat Vayakhel-
Bagel Bar Lions Club Board meeting Rabbi Service (15) |Pekudei
Dinner

ThEVent----------- —
2 23 4 25 26 27 28
Religious School
Bagel Bar Rosh Chodesh L2y Service Parashat Vavikra

Nisan
ThEVent
29 30 31
Religious School
Model Seder

Bagel Bar
Brotherhood/Sisterhood
Dinner 6:30
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