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The purpose of this congregation shall be to worship God in accordance with the faith of Judaism; to 

cultivate a love and understanding of the Jewish heritage; to strengthen the ties within the Jewish 

community; to strengthen the bonds of loyalty with the Jewish people everywhere; to bring nearer the 

Dominion of God on earth through an emphasis of the principles of righteousness and harmony in 

society at large. 

         May 2010 
 

 
 

 

Our friends and family at Beth El: 

 

May is a time for winding down. Religious school will come to an end for year, and I hope we will have 

a good turnout for our Religious School Shabbat on April 23. We’ll be preparing for the change of 

officers after the Congregation’s Annual Meeting on May 12, as well as for the Sisterhood Yard Sale 

and Congregational Picnic in June. As I wind down my last term as Congregation president, I can only 

say that it has been an honor to have served our members over the last two years. In looking back, I can 

be satisfied that we have, in many ways, gained more than we lost. We continue to be a beacon for Jews 

in the Shenandoah Valley. 

 

Not long ago, someone asked me where I was from. I said that the ―where‖ depended on the ―when.‖ So 

many places over the years—New Jersey, New Mexico, Alaska, Virginia, Maryland, and back to 

Virginia. I was then asked what my favorite place to live was. I answered, ―the next one.‖ That’s how 

we’re looking at the great adventure that awaits us in Boston when we leave in June, although we will 

deeply miss all of you. 

 

I would certainly be remiss if I didn’t thank the Board members I have worked with over the last few 

years. I hope for their continued friendship, as I have admired and respected their hard work to keep the 

Congregation as active, vibrant, and cohesive as it is. I hope the Congregation will continue to heed the 

advice of the ―old-timers,‖ but also seriously listen to the input of newcomers. 

 

At Rosh Hashana I read the following from the new prayerbook Mishkan T’filah, and I hope it will 

continue to reflect the Congregation we leave behind: 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

http://va014.urj.net/bethel.html
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May the door of this synagogue be wide enough 

to receive all who hunger for love, all who are lonely for friendship. 

 

May it welcome all who have cares to unburden, 

thanks to express, hopes to nurture. 

 

May the door of this synagogue be narrow enough  

to shut out pettiness and pride, envy and enmity. 

 

May its threshold be no stumbling block 

to young or straying feet. 

 

May it be too high to admit complacency,  

selfishness and harshness. 

 

May this synagogue be, for all who enter,  

the doorway to a richer and more meaningful life. 

 

We WILL come back to visit! 

Gary 

 

 

 

 

 

My dear fellow Valley Jews and Friends,  

Shalom. May, already! Where has all the 

time flown to this year? Of course, we HAVE 

been busy….     

 

THE CALENDAR  

IYAR SIVAN (MAY) 

Iyar (a twenty-nine day month) began 

April 15th, and runs until May 13
th

. Sivan (a 

thirty day month) begins on May 14
th

, and runs 

until June 12
th

. Rosh Chodesh for Sivan is May 

14
th

.    

 

HOLIDAYS & SPECIAL 

SERVICES 

If you recall, Pesach (Passover) fell in 

late March. We are in the midst of the counting 

of the Omer which tells us our progress from 

Pesach until Shavuot (Feast of Weeks). After 

seven weeks, we arrive at Shavuot on the 

evening of Sivan 5 (May 18
th

). Shavuot 

celebrates the Revelation of G-d and the Aseret 

HaDibrot (the ten sayings), and the 

giving/passing of the gift of Torah to Moses. It 

runs until sundown on May 20
th

. Sundown is 

late (we are in daylight savings already!), so 

Shavuot will begin with candle lighting at 8:04 

on the 18
th

 (sundown is 8:22); and ends 

following sundown at 8:07 on the 20
th

 with 

Havdalah to occur at 9:06.  

May 2
nd

 is Lag Be’Omer, the 33
rd

 day of 

the counting of the Omer, often a time for a 

picnic and Macabiah games. I believe this is the 

day of the Religious school picnic and games, 

so come and enjoy!  

On May 21
st
 we will have a Shabbat 

service, led in part by the members of Shorty. 

At this service, we will confirm two of those in 

Shorty who are about to graduate and leave for 

college in the fall: Naomi Ornstein and Justin 

Goldberger. You are invited to come and help 

them celebrate, and hear a few of their thoughts 

as they begin the next phase of their journey.  

 

FROM THE RABBI’S DESK 
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TORAH PARASHIOT 

The Torah parashiot (Torah portions) 

read for the period covered by this newsletter 

include the following:  

Emor, Behar-Bechukotai, Bamidbar, 

Naso, and Beha’alotecha, drawn from Vayikra 

(Lev.) 21:1-27:34; and Bamidbar (Num.) 1:1-

12:16.  

Haftarot read on Shabbatot (Sabbaths) 

include selections from Ezekiel 44; Jeremiah 

16-17; Hosea 2; Judges 13; and Zechariah 2-4.  

 

RABBINIC/EDUCATIONAL 

INITIATIVES 

Please note the offerings this month.  

Sunday May 2
nd

 at 6 pm at THOI will be 

the next meeting of the book discussion group. 

We will look at chapter 6 in Witnesses to the 

One. The meeting after that will be on May 16
th

 

at the same time and place for chapter 7.  

Thursday May 6
th

 at noon to 1:30 the 

Interfaith Association will meet at Park View 

Mennonite. The program will be focus on how 

the current economic situation is affecting 

communities of faith. Beth El’s own Bill Ney 

will be one of the panelists. Lunch is available 

for a small donation – arrive early and go 

through the cafeteria line. For questions about 

the Interfaith Association, please contact Rabbi 

Joe.  

Saturday, May 15
th

 is the next 

Kinderlachen, a Jewish themed pre-school play 

group. It meets at 10 am at THOI.  

Sunday, May 16
th

 at 2 pm at Beth El is 

the next Women of the Tanakh session.  

Friday, May 21
st
 is the Confirmation 

service at Beth El. Shorty will lead; and we will 

offer our good wishes to Naomi Ornstein and 

Justin Goldberger as they prepare to leave for 

college. Following the Confirmation service, 

Shorty will have their annual Weekend in 

Williamsburg! Shorty members and parents, 

please be on the lookout for more information.   

Sunday, May 23
rd

, the next 

Interfaith/Intercultural Summit will take place in 

Harrisonburg from 2 to 8 pm. For more 

information, please contact Bill Ney.  

 

PASTORAL CARE 

If you feel a conversation or meeting 

with the rabbi on any topic would be of benefit 

to you, please be in touch to make an 

appointment. You can call or email Rabbi Joe as 

listed elsewhere in this newsletter. Also, if you 

are ill, or know someone who may be, and 

might like a visit or call, please let Rabbi Joe 

know so he can be in touch, or see you when he 

is in town. Please don’t assume someone else 

will tell him;.he cannot be in touch if he doesn’t 

know, and he is still having trouble mastering 

the skill of mind reading.   

 

SERVICE PARTICIPATION  

Please know that we seek congregant 

and guest participation in services throughout 

the year. If you are interested in leading a lay 

service, or in taking a role in a service, please be 

in touch with Margee Greenfield, Sherri Alt, 

Gary Stein, or the rabbi. If you are interested in 

singing at our services, please be in touch with 

Ron Ornstein.  

 

OTHER RITUAL MATTERS  

Celebrations: If you are interested in 

studying for and celebrating an adult B’nai 

Mitzvah, or in learning to leyn (read/chant) 

Torah and/or Haftarah, or to lead services, or 

serve as a gabbai, please be in touch with the 

rabbi.  

Jewish Study: If you are interested in or 

wish to consider conversion, or you just want to 

learn more about Judaism (whether you are 

Jewish or not), please be in touch with the rabbi.  

Caring Committee: This group has been 

doing wonderful things in helping and 

supporting those in our community who may 

have some needs for assistance or support. If 

you can volunteer, please speak with Esther 

Minskoff, Ron Ornstein, or Sherri Alt. As 

always, if you know of someone who is ill, or 

who might wish to be contacted, please tell 

Rabbi Joe.  

Chevrah Kadishah: This group functions 

to prepare and dress a body for burial in 

accordance with the Halachic (Jewish legal) 

requirements, showing care and concern for the 
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deceased. Members are not publicly 

acknowledged nor is it made public who has 

been involved in this mitzvah. Thank G-d, we 

have not had too many opportunities to respond, 

but we do need to be ready when the call comes. 

If you have any interest in participating in 

performing this mitzvah, please speak with 

Rabbi Joe.  

 

CLOSING MESSAGE 

As we look around and see the new 

growth, the leaves unfurling, and the flowers 

budding, we are grateful for the beauty of the 

world around us, and the manifold examples of 

life renewed. As it is in nature, so may it be with 

each of us. May we be renewed, awakened, 

enlivened, strengthened and refreshed. May we 

feel the joys and satisfactions of growth and 

new learning, of maturation and ripening, of 

deepening roots and richer connections. And 

may we feel the warmth of the love and care of 

those around us, among whom we dwell, in our 

families, friends, congregations, communities, 

and world. So may it be. Let us say, Amen.  
 

Rabbi Joe Blair  

May 2010 
 

REACHING THE RABBI & THE 

RABBI’S AVAILABILITY  

The rabbi is available by appointment. If 

you wish to meet or speak with the rabbi, please 

email or call to set an appointment time. In that 

way, the rabbi will be able to respond and give 

you his full attention, as you deserve.  

Please note: the rabbi does not read or 

respond to email on Shabbat or holidays, and 

prefers to receive only emergency phone calls 

on those days.  

The rabbi may be contacted by 

telephone.  To do so, please call the cell phone 

number listed here: if you reach voicemail, 

please leave a message, speaking clearly, with 

your name, telephone numbers, the topic, and if 

an emergency, please be sure to express the 

need for an urgent response. The rabbi will 

respond as soon as possible. 

 

Rabbi Joe’s Email:     

 RabbiJoeB@hotmail.com  

Beth El Congregation     

 540-434-2744 

Temple House of Israel     

 540-886-4091 

Cell phone (Please use this # for emergencies)

 434-981-3959     

 

 

 

 
 
 

03 Max M Joseph 1924 Member 

04 Bruno Hirsch 1888  

05 Ella P. Blatt 1979 

 

 

06  Rose Gelman   

07 Julia S Ney 1944  

 Maurice Scheuer 1935  

08 Theresa Hirsch 1903  

09 Henry Myerberg  David Myerberg’s  Father  

 Lillian Tassle   

MAY YAHRZEITS 

mailto:RabbiJoeB@hotmail.com
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11 Janet Kohen 2008 Member 

12 Lillian Coxe   

13 Paula Kaiser 1997 Member 

14 Edna Ash 1979 Member Eddie Ney’s Grandmother 

16 Sophie Blatt 1969 Member Frank Blatt’s Grandmother 

 Lynn Miller 2001 Member 

 Louis Scheuer 1927  

 Sylvia Minskoff 2006 Jerry Minskoff’s Sister-in-law 

19 Minnie Wender 1962 Simon Wender’s Mother 

20 David Frankel 1988 Member 

 Augusta Loewner 1893  

21 Arnold Abriss 1984 Gale Clemons’ Father 

23 Rabbi Sledon ben Zvi 

Fleming 

 Grandfather of JMU Hillel’s President Frank 

Fleming 

26 Heinz Wallach 1937 Member 

 Mildred Greenfield  Margee Greenfield’s Mother 

27 Charles A Hammer 1938 Member 

 Abe M Loewner 1932 Member 

28 Ludwig Hirsch 1929 Member 

 David Kohen  Florine Ney’s Father 

 Richard Kohn  Peter Kohn’s Brother 

30 Jay Nusbaum   

 Molly Huffman   
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Beth El Congregation is grateful for the following generous donations: 
 

 

Gifts & Memorials: 
 

Allan Poster in memory of son, Evan and mother, Rose Carr 

 

In honor and loving memory of Anne Mintzer: 
 

 ICOST (Council On State Taxation) 

 

 Joan Forman & Mike McCartan 

 

 Kate & Alan Neckowitz                      

 

 Ruth & Bary Berger 

 

 Diana Mintzer          

 

 Lenore Price 
 

Building Fund: 
 

Max Derechinsky 

 

In memory of Anne Mintzer 

Marshall & Lynn Kohen 

 

 Chuck Slott          

 

 Andy Kohen 

 

 Mona Wolf 
 
 

Yahrzeits: 
 

Eugene & Irma Nemoytin in memory of Vera Nemoytin 

 

Milton Perlman in memory of Leah Perlman 
 

 

 

    

   

    

    

    

        

        

DONATIONS 
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 Sisterhood Meetings for the 2009-2010 season are coming to an end but that doesn't mean that there are 

any less fun activities of which that you can be part.  

 

 The following are going on in April and May, 2010: 

 

 1) Friday, 4/30/10 Sisterhood will be sponsoring the Sisterhood Shabbat with its focus on celebrating the 

"Senior" Sisterhood members. Please join us in this celebration. The Shabbat Services will start at 7:30 

PM at Beth El. 

 

2) And don't forget to come celebrate Sherri's tenure as Sisterhood President (please see LisaGiovanetti's 

flyer) at The Cross Keys Winery on 5/16/10 at 12:00 PM. 

 

3) Thursday, 5/27/10 the year's final Sisterhood Dinner will be held at Taste of Thai starting at 6:00 PM. 

Please RSVP to Thea by May 13. Hope to see you there. 

 

Hope to see everyone as we end this most successful year. 

  

    

    

    

 

 
Kol Yisrael Arevim Zeh Lazeh 
 

The past couple of weeks of religious school have been very busy.  We have been commemorating 

important days including Yom Hashoah, Yom Ha’atzma’ut, and Yom Hazikaron, through age 

appropriate discussions, stories, movies, and artistic endeavors within our classrooms.  We have learned 

that All Jews Are Responsible for Each Other.  We have also been preparing for our upcoming Religious 

School Shabbat Service which is on Friday, April 23rd at Beth El.  We will begin services at 6:30 that 

evening and we hope that we have lots of members of the congregations out to support us.   

 

We will conclude religious school on May 23rd, but before then we have several wonderful celebrations 

that we hope you will join us for!  Our Lag Be’Omer celebration and picnic will be held at Beth El on 

Sunday, May 2nd.  We will also be having a Family Education experience about Shavuot on Sunday, 

May 16th from 10-12:30.  We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 

SISTERHOOD 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Bema Basket Reminder 

At many times throughout the year, congregation 

members choose to purchase flower arrangements 

to adorn the bema, in honor or memory of a loved 

one or an event. Instead of purchasing flowers, in 

the future, we encourage congregants to 

honor/remember a family member or friend, (or 

just support the food bank) by making a donation 

to the Sisterhood, in any amount, designated for 

feeding the hungry. Sisterhood will then donate 

the money, in your name, to The Blue Ridge Area 

Food Bank. The contribution will be recognized 

from the bema and in the Bridge. Donations can be 

sent/given to Kate Neckowitz, Sisterhood 

Treasurer, c/o Beth El. You will see a beautifully 

decorated food basket in the place where you often 

see flowers on the bema, indicating that a donation 

has been received. Remember that you can make 

sure that the basket is in place for ANY service. 
 

 

THIS WON'T COST YOU ANYTHING 

After every trip and hotel stay, we usually 

come home with small toiletries - that we 

don't use, don't need, and are un-opened.  

Just bring these toiletries to the Temple and 

put them  in the basket in the lobby.  

Sisterhood will collect and donate them to 

First Step, a haven for abused women. 

 

Gift Shop 

For the Congregation’s pleasure: 

Your wonderful gift shop is opened 

for your buying needs all year 

round. Please get in touch with 

Marlene Brumbaugh if you need a 

gift any time of the year. 

ANNUAL SISTERHOOD YARD SALE 

  

This year's yard sale will take place Sunday, 

June 6, beginning at 8:00 a.m.  We will 

happily take your donations Saturday, June 5, 

between 10:00 and 3:00 as we are setting up.  

If you are at the temple other times, you can 

begin leaving items in the classrooms earlier 

that week (PLEASE:  not before Memorial 

Day).  As you do your spring cleaning, 

remember, our yard sale will not be a success 

without your donations and also your help 

June 5 and 6.  We can use books, housewares, 

linens, clothing, furntiure, home decorating 

items, etc.  Please contact Lisa Giovanetti with 

questions:  lisafgiovanetti@gmail.com   
Note: The date of June 6 for the yard sale is NOT 

the original date shown on the temple calendar.   
  

 

 

 

REMINDER!! 

ANNUAL 

BROTHERHOOD/SISTERHOOD 

DINNER 

OUR GUESTS ARE THE 

ASBURY UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 

SUNDAY, APRIL 25, 2010 

6:30 pm - Meet & Greet 

7:00 pm - Dinner 

7:45ish - Clergymen Program 

Cost - $10.00 Per Person 

Please RSVP To: 

Ron Ornstein - 434-8695 - or - 

ornfam@comcast.net 

OR 

Jerry Minskoff - 434-6973 or 

minskojg@jmu.edu 
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Congregation Beth Israel, in association with the 

Virginia Film Festival, presents the Charlottesville 

Jewish Film Festival: April 29 – May 2, 2010. 
 

The theme of the festival is “stolen identity.”  Five films will be 
screened, and a speaker will lead a discussion after each. 

 Tickets: $7 each or $30 for all five films.  

 Opening night reception at CBI on Thursday, April 29, starting at 

6:15 pm.  $10 for the reception plus opening film. 

 All films shown at the Regal Cinemas in downtown Charlottesville. 

 

For more information, contact CBI (295-6382) or go to the 
website  http://vajewishfilm.org/ 

                                                                                                

http://vajewishfilm.org/
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      Joe Blair   Rabbi 

      Gary Stein  President 

      Sherri Alt   Vice President 

      Mona Wolf  Secretary 

      Michelle Ornstein Treasurer 

      Judy Freudenthal Trustee 

      Andy Kohen  Trustee 

      Bill Ney   Trustee 

      Sherri Alt   Sisterhood President 

      Ron Ornstein  Men’s Club President 

      Judy Liss   At Large Member 

      Chuck Slott  At Large Member 

      Phil Renick  At Large Member 

      Margee Greenfield Immediate Past President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bridge Editor 

 

Elliott Golub 

Elgolubret@comcast.net 

181 Turkey Drive 

McGaheysville,VA, 22840 

 

540-289-5336 

mailto:Elgolubret@comcast.net
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May 2010 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

            1 
 
 
Parashat Emor 

2 
 
Religious 
School (30) 
Picnic & Lag 
BôOmer 
Games 
 
Lag B'Omer 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
 
Family Shabbat 
6:00 
 
Rabbi Service  
7:30 

8 
 
 
Parashat Behar-
Bechukotai 

9 
 
No Religious 
School 
(Mothersô 
Day) 
 
 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
 
Beth El 
Congregational 
Meeting 
 
Yom Yerushalayim 

13 
 

14 
 
Lay Service  
 
1st of Sivan, 5770 
Rosh Chodesh Sivan 

15 
 
Kinderlachen 
at THOI 10 
AM 
 
2nd of Sivan, 
5770 
Parashat 
Bamidbar 

16 
 
Religious 
School (31) 
Family Ed 
Shavuot) 
Bagel Bar 
 
 

17 
 

18 
 
 
Erev Shavuot 

19 
 
 
 
Shavuot I 

20 
 
 
7th of Sivan, 
5770 
 

21 
 
Rabbi Service  
Shavuot/Confirmation/ 
SHORTY Shabbat 
 
 

22 
Parashat Nasso 

23 
 
Religious 
School (32) 
Last Day 
Bagel Bar 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
Sisterhood 
Dinner 
6:00 PM 

28 
 
Lay Service  

29 
Parashat 
Beha'alotcha 

30 31 
 
Memorial 
Day 
 

          

 

            CALENDAR 

SHORTY weekend------------- 

SHORTY  

Weekend 

http://www.hebcal.com/sedrot/emor.html
http://www.hebcal.com/holidays/lag-bomer.html
http://www.hebcal.com/sedrot/beharbechukotai.html
http://www.hebcal.com/sedrot/beharbechukotai.html
http://www.hebcal.com/holidays/yom-yerushalayim.html
http://www.hebcal.com/holidays/rosh-chodesh-sivan.html
http://www.hebcal.com/sedrot/bamidbar.html
http://www.hebcal.com/sedrot/bamidbar.html
http://www.hebcal.com/holidays/shavuot.html
http://www.hebcal.com/holidays/shavuot.html
http://www.hebcal.com/sedrot/nasso.html
http://www.hebcal.com/sedrot/behaalotcha.html
http://www.hebcal.com/sedrot/behaalotcha.html

