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A MESSAGEFROM OUR PRESIDENT

Fellow Beth E1 Members:

Well, we’ve finished with Rosh
Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot, and
Simchat Torah; now we can dig in and
start the real work.

As I said at High Holy Days, we’re
looking for people to become active on
our congregation’s committees. Here’s
the list of committees, with a brief
description of what each is doing. I’ve
also added the names of committee
members, as far as I know them. As you
can see, we have lots of committees that
have no active involvement, and I’d like
to change that. Please let me know what
committee(s) you are willing to work
with. I apologize if I’ve left anyone off
the lists (please let me know if I have
done that), or have listed someone who
is not willing to work on a particular
committee.

Social Action — Keeping the
congregation aware of local and
national issues of importance to us as
Reform Jews and provide programs as
appropriate.

Ritual — Cooperates with the Rabbi to
consider the rituals and form of worship

desired by the congregation and to
provide needs for special services.
Chair: Judy Freudenthal
Alan Neckowitz

Finance — Work with our treasurer,
Michelle Ornstein to determine (and
make recommendations about) the
congregation’s budget.
Chair: Michelle Ornstein
Bill Ney

Library — Keep congregation’s library
in order and identify needs and means
to fund new acquisitions.

Legal — Furnish legal opinions to the
president and Board of Trustees when
requested.

Building & Grounds — Determines
needs to keep property and building in
good condition and repair.”
Chair: Bill Ney
Ronn Daniel
Mary Handley




Membership — Recruit new members and
arouse interest in the congregation.

Music —
musical activities of the congregation.

Improve and expand the

Chair: Thea Golub Co-Chairs:

Bill Ney Ron Ornstein, Roberta

Ron Ornstein Stein

Phil Renick

Gary Stein Fundraising — Plan and implement

creative ways to raise funds for the

Housekeeping — Monitors supplies and congregation.
equipment needed for our kitchen, Chair:

social hall, sanctuary, etc.
Chair: Judy Freudenthal

Archives — Keeps track of and
maintains our congregation’s historical
records and artifacts.

Chair: Gary Stein

Bill Ney (Yahrzeit Fund)
Lester Mintzer (Shopping
Cards)

Social Activities — Plan adult social
activities for our congregation, as well
as joint activities with Temple House of

John Stewart Israel.
Co-Chairs: Hillary
Nominations — Develop slate of Gerson-Krohn, Bekah
candidates for election to congregation Robles
board.
Adult Education — Select and plan
educational programs for adult
members of the Congregation.
FROM THE RABBI’S DESK
My dear fellow Valley Jews and Friends,
Shalom. IN OUR COMMUNITY

The High Holidays are complete for this

year. Our month of holidays has drawn to a

close following our celebration of Rosh Hashanah
(the new year), Yom Kippur

(the day of atonement), Sukkot (the feast

of booths), and Simchat Torah (the

rejoicing in the Torah). The next holiday is
Chanukah —after a brief respite.

I hope that the holiday season was
meaningful for you and your loved ones,
and that the year we have now begun is
starting well, and will become even better
for you as it progresses. May we all find
many blessings in this year of 5769.

The congregation has been a very

busy place. We have had instances of

almost all of the lifecycle events of late,

including death, birth, and consecration.
Members of our small community have run

the gamut from joy to sorrow. I am

particularly proud to say that from one end

of that spectrum to the other, we have continued
to be there as a Kehillah Kedoshah (a holy
congregation) to support one another,

provide solace, offer comfort, express caring, and
lend a hand. I am overwhelmed and

awed by your generosity of spirit as shown over
and over again. It is awesome and holy work that



we have been involved with, and I want to
acknowledge you all for your part in it.

Of course, we have also had other events
take place over the past month. These include
rabbinic education initiatives, our regular
Shabbat services, social action projects, and
Tzedakah efforts. I am delighted with the
responses that I have seen to the all of these
activities, projects, and efforts.

We collected a significant amount of
food for First Step — and it was truly
appreciated. The Sisterhood is working now on
planning and spearheading some projects for
our community to take part in at the Volunteer
Farm. Please keep an eye out for more
information on these efforts — your help would
be most welcome.

Much more is in store: there are new
social events being planned. The Chevrah
Kadishah (holy burial society) continues to
move forward. The caring committee is
perating and doing wonderful work.

This is just a small taste of what is in
progress or on the horizon. You will see that
this is going to be a full and very active year,
with many good things ahead.

I hope that you will take advantage of all
that our community offers, as well as make
your own contribution to our community.
There is always room for another pair of
hands and a willing heart.

THE CALENDAR & HOLIDAYS
CHESHVAN - KISLEV (NOVEMBER)

Cheshvan began October 30" and
runs until November 27™. The 28" of
November is Rosh Chodesh (new
month/moon) for Kislev.

Kislev is often called Mar-Kislev
(bitter Kislev) because there are no holidays
in the month. Of course, having just come
off almost a month of holidays, this seems a
nice change of pace!

The only holiday in Kislev is
Chanukah, which is the 25™ of Kislev through

the 2"¢ of Tevet. This year the first night of
Chanukah is December 21%, and the last night is
December 28™. The eight days of Chanukah

fall on the 22" to the 29™ of December.

TORAH PARASHIOT

Torah parashiot (Torah portions)
read for the period covered by this
newsletter include the following in
November: Noah, Lech Lecha, Vayera,
Chayei Sarah, and Toledot, drawn from
Bereshit (Genesis) 6:9-28:9.

Haftarot (selections from the
Prophets) read on Shabbatot (Sabbaths) in
November include selections from Isaiah
54-55, 40-41, 2 Kings 4, 1 Kings 1, and
Malachi 1-2.

SOME ITEMS OF NOTE

I want to highlight a few things that
are recent or will be coming up.

Rabbi Sue and I have each placed
our High Holiday sermons on the THOI
web site in the blog that is located there.

If you wish to see them, simply visit www.thoi.org
and click on Blog. You will

see the entries for each of our sermons,

if you wish, in a written form.

You should find a Jewish calendar
available to you in the building, courtesy of
Reynolds Hamrick Funeral Home. Please feel free
to take one.

There is a Shabbat service weekly at Beth
El. When the rabbi is not present, these services
are lay-led. Consult the congregational calendar
for details, and see the website, Bulletin, and
weekly announcements for any changes.

OTHER PROGRAMS & SPECIAL
ACTIVITIES

If you feel a conversation with the rabbi on
any topic would be of benefit to you, please be in
touch to make an appointment. You can call or
email Rabbi Joe.

Please know that we always seek
congregant and guest participation in services


http://www.thoi.org/

throughout the year. If you are interested in
taking a role in a service, please be in touch
with Rabbi Joe, Margee Greenfield, or Gary
Stein. Roles include: reading Torah, reading
Haftarah, serving as Gabbai (the “MC” for the
Torah service), reading an English reading,
leading a lay service, or having an honor. The
Honors we usually confer in our services
include being called up for an Aliyah (saying the
blessings for the Torah or the Haftarah
reading), serving as Hagbah (lift, hold, and
carry the Torah), Gelilah (undressing and
dressing the Torah), or Petichah Usegurah
(opening and closing the Ark).

RABBINIC EDUCATION

INITIATIVES

Some of the classes/courses have begun!

1.The Introduction to Judaism (ITJ)

course is in progress. No additional students
will be accepted for this year. The class is full at
16 members. If you are interested in a

future course, please contact Rabbi Joe.

2. The Tanakh: Women of the Bible
series of classes has met twice. Each class is
stand alone, so you don’t have to attend

every one of them. I intend to look at the
Tanakh text in some detail, and especially at
the doings of the women included in various
sections, and try to tease out a bit of their
stories, as well as look at the historical

and contextual world in which those stories
are unfolding.

The setting for this class would be akin

to a seminar in which we would look at the
story of one woman/group of women in

each class, and read the text (in English),
talk about the background, and discuss the
story. It is scheduled on Sunday afternoons,
from 2-3:30 or 4 pm. It will be held
monthly. Some months we will be at THOI,
but the bulk of the classes will meet at Beth
El in Harrisonburg. The next class will be
on November 23" (A CHANGE) at Beth El
in Harrisonburg. Our topic will be Abraham

and Sarah, essentially some or all of
Bereshit (Genesis) chapters 12-18.

3. If you have been meaning to learn
how to read Hebrew (or improve your
reading) in order to better follow services,
plan to attend a free six session course. I will
offer a beginner’s class to begin on
Thursday November the 6™ at 6 pm at Beth
El This is planned to be a six session course,
including mastery of the alefbet and vowels,
an initial introduction to some common
vocabulary in the liturgy, and some writing
practice (new this year) to reinforce what we
have covered. This course is similar to what
has been offered in past under the titles
Introduction to Hebrew, Crash Course in
Reading Hebrew, and Read Hebrew
America.

4. If you are interested in studying for
and celebrating a B’nai Mitzvah, or in
learning to leyn (read/chant) Torah
and/or Haftarah, or to lead services, or
serve as a gabbai (MC for the Torah
service), please be in touch with the
rabbi. Classes are planned for later this
year. More information will be
forthcoming soon.

5. Torah Limud — a monthly Torah
study session at Beth El that looks at that
week’s Torah Parashah and tries to fit it into
the context of the larger story. Open for
discussion. This will usually take place on
Friday evening from 6:30 to 7:30, and you are
welcome to bring a meal to eat while we talk. On
some occasions, it will be moved to Saturday
morning, when we have a Shabbat morning
service, and in that case, will follow the service,
and any Kiddush that is offered. The next session
will be November 7" at 6:30, followed at 7:30 by
the Shabbat evening service at Beth El.

6. Torah Lishmah — a monthly text study
session at THOI that looks at something in the
way of a Jewish text, drawn variously from
Torah, Nevi’im (Prophets), Ketuvim (Writings),
Talmud, the Zohar, and other Jewish texts. Open
for discussion. This will usually take place



on Friday evening from 6:30 to 7:30, and you
are welcome to bring a meal to eat while we
talk. On some occasions, it will be moved

to Saturday morning, when we have a
Shabbat morning service scheduled, and in
that case, will follow the service, and any
Kiddush that is offered. The next session will
be Friday, October 31* at 6:30 pm, prior to
our Shabbat evening service at THOI. The
next session after that will be November 14™
at the same time, also preceding our
Shabbat service.

for sending the food that was in the lobby —
it was desperately needed, and the need
continues.

Be on the lookout for opportunities
for our congregants to engage in some
volunteer efforts. Sisterhood will be
coordinating a date to work at the Volunteer
Farm for their members and others from
Beth El. Harvesters, field clearers, and office
workers are all needed. The crops produced
there go to the food bank for distribution.

SHORTY

ADULT EDUCATION
INITIATIVES
The Shenandoah Valley

Holocaust Education Week planning is
starting now. If you would like to be part

of making this happen, please speak to Rabbi
Joe.

There are many opportunities that
are open to us to perform Tikkun Olam
(repair of the world) and Gemilut Chasidim
(acts of lovingkindness), from supporting

First Step and the Blue Ridge Area Food Bank

to working at the Volunteer Farm, and

much more. The possibilities are limited only
by our imagination and energy. There are
many other possibilities to volunteer and help
our community continue to grow and be
vibrant — please consider signing up and
taking on one or more of these roles.

It is still not too late to fulfill the
mitzvot (commandments) of Tzedakah
(righteous action), Gemilut Chasidim (deeds
of loving kindness) and Tikkun Olam
(repair of the world) by sending a donation
to Mazon, and/or by returning the grocery
bag with non-perishable foods to the
synagogue. We will find a way to deliver the
food to the Food bank or First Step so that
the increasing number of those in our
community who are in desparate need will
have food to eat. We received sincere thanks

The next Shorty meeting will be on
November 16™ at 2 pm at THOI in
Staunton. Please plan to attend. If you have
not submitted your dues, please remember
to bring them. Look for more information to
be sent to the member list.

Interfaith Eventy

We have been invited to participate in

the planning for the second year of the

Interfaith Peace Camp. Anyone

interested should please call Vesna Hart at

540-434-7684, or email

Vesna.hart@gmail.com.

Here is her message:
Dear Neighbors,
Summer 2008 was significant because a
group of Muslim and Christian children
came together to learn about
Abrahamic faith traditions and build
peace. This happened at the Interfaith
Peace Camp organized by community
members who believe that interfaith
understanding is one path that leads to
peace. We would like to have children of
all three Abrahamic faiths participate in
the future camps.

We invite interested adults to join the
planning group for the 2009 summer
camp. We meet 1-2 times each month at
Massanutten Regional Library. If you
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would like to join the planning
committee, or have questions about the
camp, please contact Vesna Hart at
vesna.hart@gmail.com or (540) 434-7684.

Thanks,

Vesna Hart for the Interfaith Peace
Camp planning committee:

Christi Kramer
Zeinab Hassouna
Elizabeth Holdeman
Lynette Mast

Vesna Hart

Inwvitation to-a Talk

We are invited to a public talk by Pastor
Jon Lovelady on Saturday evening, November
1%, at the Westminster Presbyterian Church, in
Waynesboro. The topic of the talk will be the
role of the Presbyterian Church in Germany
during WWII, and it is intentionally scheduled
to fall just a few days before Krystallnacht as
part of an acknowledgement of that event.
There are some moves afoot to also have one of
the Righteous Among the Nations (a rescuer of
Jews) speak at that event, if they are able, so I

cannot assure you that this will definitely occur.

In any case, this is also in line with the
Shenandoah Valley Holocaust Education Week
project, which will (tentatively) be scheduled
in March of 2009 (details to be forthcoming).

Refuah Shelemah: We extend continuing
wishes for healing and shalem (wholeness)
to: Claire Aycock; Tom Aycock; Blaine
Brumbaugh; Miriam Banker; Franklin
Blatt; Candy Blatt; Maureen Callaghan;
Ruth Clayman; Max Derechinsky; Joyce
Helbraun; Erwin Helbraun; Linda Kohn for
her mother, Sadie Bialock; Lynne
Landsberg; Herb Rodbell; Joe Landson;
Shirley Merlin; Gene Nemoytin; Gerry
Price; Roberta Stein; John Stewart; and

everyone else who should be included in our
thoughts and prayers at this time.

CLOSING MESSAGE

As I think back over the past month
(and more), I can recall many conversations
with individuals, some brief, and some much
more lengthy.

In each of the specific conversations
that remain in my mind and heart, I was
privileged to be present with one or more of
you at significant, liminal moments in your
life (or lives). In this way, you opened your
heart(s) to me, and permitted me to be a
witness to some of your experience(s) of losses,
difficulties, and pains, of your joy and
delights. I cannot tell you what a gift that has
been to me, and how affected and moved I
am by your trust in me, and your willingness
to allow me to be present with you. Thank you to
each one of you. I will strive always to be
worthy of that trust and confidence, and continue
to stand ready to be with you at such times.

Rabbi Joe Blair

November 2008

REACHING THE RABBI & THE
RABBI'S AVAILABILITY

The rabbi is available to meet by
appointment. If you wish to meet or speak with
the rabbi, please email or call to set an
appointment.

The office is not staffed and the building is
generally closed when the rabbi is not in.
Messages are checked by the rabbi at both
congregations, and email is frequently read
during the week. Please understand that the rabbi
will not be available or reply on Shabbat or on
Jewish holidays unless it is an emergency that
cannot wait.
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In the event of an urgent need the rabbi driving, he is grouping most appointments in

may be contacted by telephone. In that case,

Staunton on Mondays and Fridays, and in

please call the cell phone number listed, leaving a Harrisonburg on Sundays and Thursdays. Other

detailed message, and be sure to express the
need for an immediate response.
If you wish to make an appointment to

days may be possible — contact him to ask.
Beth El Congregation
540-434-2744

see the rabbi please feel free to call (434-2744) or

email (rabbijoeb@hotmail.com). To minimize
Temple House of Israel
540-886-4091
Cell phone (Please use this # for
emergencies) 434-981-3959

DONATIONS

Beth El Congregation is grateful for the following generous donations

To the Janet Kohen Memorial Music Fund

Les & Becky Mintzer in memory Janet Kohen & Bud Shapiro

Gifts & Memorials to the General Fund:

In memory of Bud Shapiro, Becky's father:

Chuck Slott

John & Nancy Stewart

Bill & Leslie Ney

Ron & Michelle Ornstein

Judy Freudenthal

Joan Funston

Lisa & Kevin Giovanetti
In memory of Gary's sister-in-law:

Chuck Slott

John & Nancy Stewart
Andy Kohen in memory of Margene Ward

Yarzeit Memorials:

Keith Nash in memory of his mother, Paige F.
Shirley Merlin in memory of Sarah Lebin

High Holidavs Yizkor Donations:

Steve & Laurie Schwalb
Elliott & Thea Golub
The Trubitz Family

Bill & Leslie Ney

Sheila Padoll

Franklin Blatt

Nash

Les & Becky Mintzer
Milton Perlman

The Robinsons

Sadie Bialock

Anne Mintzer

Judy Freudenthal
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Mona Griffer

Ruth Clayman
Eddie Ney

Herb Rodbell

The Clemons Family
The Ornsteins

Other High Holidays Donations:

Allison Cloth
Lesley Kipling
JMU Hillel

Sadie Bialock
Cindy & John Crim

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Jennifer Edwards

Sara Clemons & Kylie Palmer
Larry & Evelyn Williams
John and Nancy Stuart
Chuck Slott

Alan & Kate Neckowitz

Lisa White Luxenburg
Mona Griffer

Pam & Phil Ungar
Harry & Ruth Boonin
Landa & Joe Bratspis



MENS CLUB NEWS

Many many heartfelt thanks to all the Men's

Club members who helped out over the
recent holidays. Those who helped set up
the Sanctuary, who ushered, who helped
with Break-The-Fast (especially to Dan Bly
for organizing, shopping setting up, and
looking after all the details), and who put
up the Sukkah ( Kevin and Peter). Thanks
also to Herb Rodbell on behalf of Men's
Club for taking the collected groceries to
First Step. Our November Event will be
cooking and serving a spaghetti dinner to

the Harrisonburg Lion's Club on Tuesday
November 18. Please let Eddie Ney ( 433-
0208), or myself ( 434-8695 or
ornfam@comcast.net) know if you can come
over to the Temple and help. If you're a
regular, we need you, as Eddie will not be
able to be there that night. If you're new,
join the comeraderie, as we all don aprons
and serve( and then eat) the best spaghetti
sauce and garlic bread in Harrisonburg. A
short meeting will follow to make plans for
December. Thanks - See You Soon

SCHOOL NEWS

It has been a very busy month at Religious
School. We were full of activity while
learning about all of the High Holy days. We
all shared a special snack of challah, apples
and honey to bring in a sweet New Year and
everyone enjoyed having a chance to blow the
shofar! During Yom Kippur we talked about
forgiveness and Rabbi Joe taught us all a lot
about the Day of Atonement. During this
time, the Gimmel class helped clean up trash
and weeds at the Beth El Cemetery in honor
of the holidays!

Sukkot was celebrated with the entire school
and many parents, grandparents, and
siblings joined us in creating beautiful
decorations for the sukkah, as well as in
sharing song, prayer, and snack together in
the sukkah. Thanks so much to Becky
Mintzer for her help with the Sukkot holiday
celebration!

The Simchat Torah and Consecration
celebration at Beth El was wonderful. Many
of the religious school families attended this

special service. We are so are pleased that
David Berger, Sam Dailey, Erin Feldman,
Burke Krohn, Hannah Lovinger, Joshua &
Amira Lucas, Makena, Crandle, & Toby
Rofferty, and Katie Singerling have begun
their religious studies with us - MAZEL
TOV! We were all very proud of all of you!
Then we paraded with the torah all over
again on Sunday as a school after enjoying
some caramel apples. The highlight was
when each student had the opportunity to see
the torah close up and to touch the
parchment.

The Dalet class is planning a trip to the
Holocaust Museum in Washington, D.C. on
November 9™,

Our next event will be our “Havdalah and
Jewish Food Experience” Family Education
day on Saturday, November 15™ which will
begin at 5:00PM at Beth El. This will be an
opportunity for families to learn about the
special ceremony that marks the end of
Shabbat, and ushers in the new week. Also,




we will be having a potluck dinner of Jewish
foods. We hope to see you there!!

Finally, a huge “thank you” to all of our
teachers who put forth so much effort each
week to create a positive Jewish learning

experience for our children.

We would also like to thank Kevin
Giovanetti and Peter Kohn for

building the Sukkah, including
covering the top with pine branches.

Board Members
Joe Blair Rabbi
Gary Stein President
Jerry Minskoff Vice President
Becky Mintzer Secretary
Michelle Ornstein Treasurer
Judy Freudenthal Trustee
Andy Kohen Trustee
Bill Ney Trustee
Sherri Alt Sisterhood President

Ron Ornstein
Marlene Brumbaugh
Phil Renick

Margee Greenfield

Men’s Club President
At large member
At large member

L’Shalom,
Dara, Linda, and Ruth

Bridge Editor

Elliott Golub
Elgolubret@comcast.net
181 Turkey Drive
McGaheysville,VA, 22840

540-289-5336

Immediate Past Pesident
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CALENDAR

November 2008
Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1
Parashat Noach
NFTY Fall
Kallah
[
2 3 } 4 6 7 8
Religious Rabbi Joe at STAR PEElﬁ Program Intro to
SChOOl Hebl‘ew Rabbi Parashat Lech-
Bagel Bar 6:00 Service (6) |[[echa
NFTY Fall Torah study
Kallah 6:30
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Religious Intro to Religious
School Hebrew Lay Service [School
Daled Field 6:00 Family Ed.
Trip to Havdalah &
Holocaust Jewish food
Museum experience
Bagel Bar Parashat
Vayera
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
No Religious Intro to Rabbi
School Lions Club  |Sisterhood Hebrew Service (7)  |parashat Chayei
Dinner Meeting,Dinner |6:00 Community  |Sara
& Knitting 6:00 Awareness
Shabbat
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Religious
School Lay Service |Parashat Toldot
Bagel Bar
Rosh Chodesh
Kislev
30

No Religious
School
(Thanksgiving
break)

11
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NOVEMBER YAHRZEITS
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Selma Miller

Sadie Spiro
Fredrick Nessen
Samuel Freed
Selina Ney

Bruno Freudenthal
Lawrence Loewner

Member

1954
1945 Member
Judy Freudenthal’s Father
1955 Member Mayor of Harrisonburg

Jack Stein 2004 Gary Stein’s Father

Louis Perlman Milton Perlman’s Brother

Albert Lubman 1968 Member

Gussie Myers Joyce Helbraun’s Mother

Sam Hirsch

Louis Wides 1962

Eva Brooslin 1956 Ruth Clayman’s Mother

Annie Ney 1979 Member Bill Ney’s & Leo Zindler’s
Grandmother

Nathan Ratner 1989 Laurie Schwalb’s Father

Barbara Rotondo 1994

Irene Nusbaum Member

Minna Mintzer Member

Ada Krim

Dr. Henry Helbraun Erwin Helbraun’s Brother

Rose Hirsch 1913 Member

Charles Schweitzer Thea Golub’s Father

Baby Ney 1920

Sybil Rose 2002 Member Bo Rose’s Mother

Caroline Ash 1965

Sophia Wuzburger 1943

Ida Miller 1939 Member

Monroe Nussbaum 1986

Kattie Ney 1980

Albert Wise 1904 Member

David Myerberg 1986 Member

Dave Levy 1931 Member

Doris Freed 1969

Isaac Ney 1941 Member

Sam Fishman

Sam Blatt 1965 Frank Blatt’s Grandfather

Zvi Hirsch Derechinsky Max’s Father

Edward Poster 1955 Alan Poster’s Father

Sylvan Ney 1977 Member
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