
Friends, Relatives Help Dedicate Anne and Michael Mintzer Windows

About 60 members of Anne Mintzer's family (both her relatives and her Beth El family) gathered for
Shabbat services Ñ and the dedication of the Anne and Michael Mintzer stained glass windows on
Friday, Jan. 12. Unfortunately, Anne was unable to join us, having just been released from RMH after a
bout of bronchitis and pneumonia. We chose to continue with the festivities, in her absence, as her
grandsons videotaped the oneg and personal messages from those in attendance. We also sang
ÒHappy BirthdayÓ (a week late) to her via cell phone, and she listened as we repeated the song for her
daughter Deanna, whose birthday was that day.

Just a few details about the windows: Those who have been at Beth El much longer than I, tell me
that the discussion about stained glass windows in the back of the sanctuary began about 20 years
ago. Most of us remember that, in the recent past, the 12 windows were clear glass. At some point it
was determined that, when the sun shone in those windows, it often blinded whoever was on the bima,
and also raised the temperature in the sanctuary. So, some of the windows were covered with a brown
paper mache to eliminate the glare.

About six years ago, Janet Kohen took a leap of faith and began to look at the possibilities. Janet
was joined by Linda Kohn and Joan Funston, and later by Sandi Rose, and the search was on for an
artist and a design. They happened upon artist Frank Duff, who listened to their hopes and looked
around the sanctuary and at the mosaic. We commissioned a drawing and fell in love with the design.

Next, we began to discuss how our little congregation could afford such a beautiful addition, and
embarked upon fundraising. We received some wonderful initial contributions. At that same time, we
realized that we were inching up on Anne Mintzer!s 90th birthday. How does a congregation begin to
honor a matriarch of Anne!s caliber at that time in her life? A birthday party just wasn!t going to do it.
Since we were underway with the windows, we talked about naming the window fund after Anne. The
board approved.

Several months ago, the board discussed and approved the dedication of the windows to Anne and
her late husband, and the plaque will designate them as the Anne and Michael Mintzer Windows.
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As you know, just when you see light at the end of the tunnel, more tunnel is added! Our sweet
stained glass window project introduced us to roof issues, rotting wood issues, fundraising issues and
lighting issues, to name a few. Much of that has been handled, but please know that the windows
continue to be a work in progress. Much still needs to be done with fundraising, and with lighting the
windows at night.

Following the d'var Torah at the Jan. 12 services, the sanctuary lights were dimmed and Anne's
granddaughter, Jessica, flipped the switch to light the windows for the first time. The artist, Frank Duff,
joined us at the dedication, and stayed for the oneg to accept endless accolades. The current lighting is
temporary. The committee is exploring appropriate lighting for stained glass. It!s not as easy as it looks.
In the natural daylight, you can see the windows at their spectacular, vibrant best, and I encourage you
to make it a point to stop in during religious school, or any other daytime event, to take a look.

In March, when Anne is stronger and when Deanna and her husband, Paul, can join us, we will
have a daytime event for Anne and her friends and neighbors to celebrate (and view) the windows.

It!s always a pleasure to share such a simcha!
Margee

____________________________

A note from Anne É

To My Dear Friends,

Circumstances kept me from being hostess at my own birthday party. I thought it best for my
recovery not to come. I saw the pictures that Gary took and the video that my grandson Eric
made. It looked like a wonderful affair. I hope everyone enjoyed themselves.

I want to thank all of you who came to the windows dedication. I also wanted to thank you
for all of the wonderful birthday and get well cards.

Anne

P.S.  I'm improving with each day that goes by.

Hank!s Fundraising Dinner

Soon each congregational family will receive five  tickets to sell or purchase for
yourselves for the Fundraising Dinner  on Saturday, Feb. 24. Each ticket is $10.

This is the once-a-year opportunity to infuse our coffers with outside monies,
instead of always reaching into our own pockets.

Please help by selling your tickets to friends and neighbors, and/or by purchasing them
yourselves for your own family.

You!re not limited to five tickets, M ore are available.

In order to keep track of how many dinners we will need, all unsold tickets and
money must be returned to Janet Kohen in advance of the dinner.

Please don!t give your money to anyone else, so we can keep our records
straight.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2

Lay Service,
7:30 p.m.
Tu BÕShevat
Seder, 6:30 p.m.,
THOI.

3

4
Religious School,
9:30-12:30
Bagel Bar, 9-11:30.
Intermediate
Hebrew, 2 p.m.
Adult Ed film and
discussion, 6 p.m.

5
RabbiÕs office
day.

6 7 8 9
Rabbi Service,
7:30 p.m.

10
Religious
School (Gimel,
Daled classes),
Field Trip to
Charlottesville.

11
Religious School,
9:30-12:30,
Bagel Bar, 9-11:30.

12
Board Meeting,
Temple, 7:30.
RabbiÕs office
day.

13 14 15 16
MenÕs Club
Shabbat,
7:30 p.m.
NFTY Conv.,
Feb. 16-19.

17
Tot Shabbat in
Staunton,
 10 a.m.
Contact Shelby
Apple.

18
Religious School,
9:30-12:30.
Bagel Bar, 9-11:30.
Adult Ed, interfaith
dialogue, 2 p.m.
RabbiÕs office day.

19
Torah Study,
7 p.m., bring
your own meal.
RabbiÕs office
day.

20 21
Sisterhood
meeting, Temple,
6 p.m.

22
Adult Ed, the
five Megillot,
THOI, 7 p.m.

23
Lay Service,
7:30 p.m.

24
Fundraising
Dinner, catered
by Hanks,
5 to 7:30 p.m.

25
Religious School,
9:30-12:30,
Bagel Bar, 9-11:30.
Intermediate
Hebrew, 2 p.m.
RabbiÕs office day.

26
RabbiÕs office
day.

27 28

RABBI!S AVAILABILITY

The Rabbi!s available days this year are Sundays and Mondays in Harrisonburg, and Thursdays
and Fridays in Staunton. The rabbi is out and the office is closed for all Jewish holidays, for Shabbat,
and for some secular holidays. The office is closed as well as during those times the rabbi is out of
town or otherwise unavailable. You may leave a phone message at the congregation. Messages are
checked periodically by the rabbi.

HOW TO REACH THE RABBI

If you wish to meet or speak with the rabbi, please email or call for an appointment, preferably on
one of the available days in your location, to be sure that Rabbi Joe will be able to give you his full and
undivided attention, as you deserve.

Email: RabbiJoeB@hotmail.com
Beth El Congregation  540-434-2744
Temple House of Israel  540-886-4091
Home [Emergencies only, please] 434-971-4741
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____________________________________________________________________________________

A Message from Our President

What a month! We've had some celebrations and some worries. ItÕs been a real roller coaster.
The dedication of the Anne and Mike Mintzer Windows was a wonderful event, though we certainly missed

Anne. If you haven't had a chance yet to view the windows in the daytime, I encourage you to stop by. How about
during Bagel Bar on Sunday?

We also enjoyed celebrating the Robinson's 60th wedding anniversary, in December.
If you have a simchah that you would like to have recognized/celebrated at Shabbat services, please let a

board member know so that we can announce it to the congregation.
The board of directors want you to know that, upon the suggestion of the Beth El Social Action Committee,

they voted to join other faith organizations and their leaders, by adding our congregation as a signatory to a letter
sent by the ÒSave DarfurÓ organization to President Bush, requesting his immediate attention to the situation
there.

The board also wants you to know that the report you just received from Bill Ney indicating your charitable
contributions to Beth El includes your dues.

Please note that March 9 will now be a lay service, because we switched with THOI for the night of the
windows dedication.

Finally, if you attended the windows dedication, you know that we are still in great need of contributions.
You also know that congregation presidents hate to but sometimes have to ask for money. I will only remind you
that, if you are able, please consider the window fund Ñ as you commemorate occasions, as you remember loved
ones, or just because....

Please keep those cards, letters, emails and phone calls coming! We need to know what is on your mind.

Margee
____________________________________________________________________________________

Busy Months for Our Religious School

The Religious School is back in full swing after winter break. December and January were very
festive and extremely busy months!

Our school celebrated Chanukah together during our regular session Dec. 17 with lots of yummy
food, wonderful crafts, and many joyful songs. Students enjoyed making an array of bags, bookmarks,
and holiday decorations, and of course, playing dreidel. Many thanks to the Mintzer, Lovinger and Kohn
families for all their hard work in providing such a wonderful experience for our students and their
families. Much fun was had by all!

Later that same evening, our music director, Roberta Stein, led a wonderful program of music at the
Beth El Chanukah dinner with the Religious School students. Almost all of the students were in
attendance, costumed in crowns as they sang a super program of songs and played Orff instruments
taught to them by Roberta. Even the ÒpreschoolÓ students were there, dazzling us with their beautiful 2-,
3- and 4-year-old voices and dancing. We all kvelled as we watched!

For those of you not aware, Roberta has begun a preschool music class that takes place during the
beginning of the Sunday School morning each week. If your child is not yet old enough to attend
Religious School, bring him/her to a fun, interactive parent-child music class to sing and dance (and, for
no charge!!). Thank you, Roberta, for providing this wonderful opportunity to the preschool children of
Beth El/THOI! Please contact her at robertastein52@aol.com for more information.

Mazel Tov to one of our Daled students, Rachel Berger, on her Bat Mitzvah Jan. 27. Rachel has
impressed all of us with her wonderful singing voice, intelligent conversation, and most recently her
innovative Bat Mitzvah project Ñ selling necklaces to raise money for the Tokyo Holocaust Education
Resource Center. She designed the charm based on the book Hana!s Suitcase. If you have not yet
ordered one, please contact her at charms4hana@comcast.net.
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Then, on Jan. 28, the Religious School will be celebrating our Tu B'Shevat Seder. We look forward
to sharing the news of this celebration in the next newsletter.

Other upcoming Religious School events include: The Gimel and Daled students embarking on a
field trip to attend, and then discuss, Saturday Shabbat Services in Charlottesville Feb. 10, and our
Purim celebration March 4. Mark your calendars!

Our co-principal, Dara Hall, would like to thank everyone for their prayers and well wishes when she
broke her right arm and sprained her left wrist Nov 30. She!s back with us post-surgery, out of her cast,
and doing great!

Also, the Religious School would like to thank the Stein family for their donation of an overhead
projector. And, as always, thank you to the teachers and parents who help make our Religious School
run so successfully each week!

Dara, Linda and Ruth

THE RABBIÕS DESK

My dear fellow Valley Jews and Friends, SHALOM!

I am writing in early January, in the midst of some very mild winter weather, but IÕm not just sitting still to
enjoy the warmth! IÕve been thinking ahead, talking to others, and making plans. I have talked with several
possible speakers, and an exciting series of programs is shaping up, including discussion on Israel and Security,
Israeli defense issues, another Holocaust survivor as a speaker, a presentation on the International Cemetery
Restoration Project. IÕve been working with our adult education committee, Sarah Stein, Lenore Price, and
Margee Greenfield. Please let one of us know what is of greatest interest to you so we can take that into account
as we plan for the rest of the year. We will also be reading the results of the congregational survey with much
attention, once it is published, and plan to consider that information as we plan.

THE CALENDAR & HOLIDAYS

The next holiday we will celebrate is Tu BiÕShevat (the 15th of Shevat) Feb. 3. This is the new year for the
Trees, sort of a Jewish Arbor day, and we will have a seder and meal to celebrate the fruits of trees. This will take
place this year at THOI, and will begin at 6:30 p.m. on Friday the 2nd. For reservations call A. J. Hartung at 540-
337-6836.

This holiday has taken on aspects of Earth day and Thanksgiving, with ties to ecology, the environment, the
harvest, sustainability, Tikun Olam (repair of the world), and a touch of Halloween, with the mystical aspects of
Kabbalah. It is a fun, interesting, and thought provoking time to reflect on nature and our place in the world of
creation. This is the basis for our Tu BiÕShevat seder Ñ fun, good food, and lots of symbols. !  The seder will be
geared towards adults. We also will celebrate with a Tu BiÕShevat seder in Religious school Ð look for
information in this bulletin.

We have one of the special named Shabbatot Feb. 17, the 29th of Shevat, called Shabbat Shekalim (the
Sabbath of Shekels), when we read about the collection of the half-shekel from each eligible person for the
upkeep of the Tabernacle. This is the text source in Torah for justifying the imposition of taxes, and for the
obligation of each person to support the communityÕs institutions.

Rosh Chodesh (New moon) for the month of Adar is on Feb. 18-19, and it is seen as a particularly happy
month. Adar is the month of the year in which we celebrate Purim (March 4), and the last month of the year
before Nisan, when we celebrate Passover! That is why it is said in rabbinic writings that Òthe one who rejoices in
the arrival of Adar increases joy in the worldÓ!

CONGREGATIONAL CALENDAR: THINGS TO DO

Allow me to point out some of the many things that are upcoming, most of which do not appear on the
congregational calendar with full details:

" Feb. 1 at noon is the Interfaith Association meeting in the West dining room at EMU.
" Feb. 4 at 6 p.m. is an Adult Education Film at Beth El. WeÕll see a lovely American film from a few years

back, Driving Miss Daisy. The basic plot is the development of a strong friendship between an elderly
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southern Jewish woman and a Black handyman her son hires as her driver in the 1950s. This was an
award winning film, with Morgan Fairchild and Jessica Tandy, showing powerful Jewish themes, and is
truly worth seeing more than once. DonÕt miss it!

" Feb. 17 is Tot Shabbat at THOI at 10 a.m. Contact Shelby Apple at tot-shabbat@thoi.org.
" Feb. 18 at 2 p.m. at Beth El is the first of three sessions in our Adult Education Interfaith Dialogue

program. The sessions are planned as three hours each, including time to eat a meal together. We are
looking for up to 10 members of our congregation who would like to engage in a meaningful dialogue
with a similar number of Christians from the Otterbein United Methodist Church. The other two sessions
are scheduled for March 18 at 2 p.m. at Otterbein, and April 29 at 2 p.m. at Beth El. We are using the
Open Doors, Open Minds curriculum, which helps us to explore similarities and differences, and how
each faith community uses its sacred text. We will use the Aseret Hadibrot (the 10 sayings, called the Ten
Commandments in the Christian language) as the major text, particularly for the third session. Since a
large part of the program is building rapport, understanding and trust between the participants, only if you
can commit to attend all three sessions should you sign up Ñ changing players in the middle of the game
doesnÕt work! If you are interested, or for more information, please contact Rabbi Joe. Our numbers are
strictly limited: once we fill the open slots, we cannot add any more participants to this program.

" Monday, Feb. 19, at 7 p.m., we have Talmud Torah Limud (Torah Learning), at Beth El. Bring a meal,
and eat while you talk and learn! The focus of our study will be a bit different. Instead of focusing on the
Torah portions, we will look at a combination of Biblical and Rabbinic texts focusing on the topic of
Tochechah (Reproof and/or Criticism) to try to arrive at some sense of when one should offer correction
and when one should refrain. This should be an interesting topic, relevant in our day-to-day lives.

" Feb. 22 is another Adult Education offering, a one-session class on the Five Megillot. It will be at 7 p.m.
at THOI. If youÕre curious about the five scrolls, the stories of Esther, Ruth, Lamentations, Song of
Solomon, and Eccelesiastes, we will look at their place in the Bible, when they are read, their major
themes, and perhaps some of the imagery and poetry of each. Come and find out more!

" Sunday, Feb. 25, 2 to 5 p.m. at THOI, we will hold a formal training session, for those interested in the
Chevrah Kadishah, the Òholy societyÓ that deals with preparation of the dead. This session will be led by
two of the people from Charlottesville instrumental in starting and training the Chevrah there. They have
agreed to help us as we initiate our Chevrah. Janet and Elayne will be coming to teach us about what to
do, and how to do it in a real hands-on process. All who are interested or curious are welcome. If you plan
to attend, please let Rabbi Joe know so he can arrange for enough copies of materials.

" Intermediate Hebrew is scheduled to meet at Beth El on the following dates: Feb. 4 and 25, March 11
and 25 (Note the change from March 4), April 22, May 6 and 20, and June 10. This class is intended for
those who can readily decode Hebrew and want to improve their liturgy skills and general Hebrew
reading abilities, and add a smattering of vocabulary.

" If you are interested in studying for your own BÕnai Mitzvah, or in learning to leyn (read/chant) Torah
and/or Haftarah, or to lead services, or you wish to discuss conversion, please contact Rabbi Joe.

TORAH PARASHIOT

Torah parashiot for this month include Beshallach, Yitro, Mishpatim, and Terumah, in Shemot (Exodus)
13:17 to 27:19.

Included among the topics in these readings are the stories of the roundabout wandering in the wilderness, the
pursuit by the Egyptian army and the destruction of the army at the sea, the parting of the sea, the song of Moses,
the murmurings of the people against Moses and Aaron, the attack of Amalek, the story of Yitro and the
establishment of a system of judges, the covenant with the people at Sinai, the Ten sayings, the laws concerning
servants/slaves, the laws of torts, damages, agency, and restitution, laws against withcraft, false oaths, and other
miscellaneous matters, consecration of the people, the directions for the mishkan (tabernacle) and the offering of
the people to G-d to build the mishkan.

BÕvirkat shalom (with Blessings of Peace) and best wishes for the new year,
Rabbi Joe

____________________________________________________________________________________
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72 Teens and Advisors Enjoy Youth Group ÒSkiÓ Weekend

The youth group just had another wonderful annual ski Ñ oops Ñ swim weekend! Again we hosted
youth groups from Norfolk, Newport News, Richmond, Roanoke and Charlottesville, for a total of 72
teens and advisors!

As always, we thank Rabbi Joe for all of his help and encouragement for the weekend. We also had
the Rabbis from Newport News and Richmond join us for portions of the weekend Ñ it is so
heartwarming to have so much participation.

SHORTY also would like to thank so very much the Men's Club and Sisterhood, you all are so
awesome for all you do for us. Thank you also like to the families that hosted teens this year Ñ
Ornsteins, Giovanettis, Goldbergers, Minskoffs, Kalmans, Mintzers, Judy Freudenthal, Brothers,
Kulakows, Kohens, who had all intentions but were ill, and a special thank you to the Neckowitzs who
came to the rescue at the last minute! Also a special thank you the Brumbaughs, who hosted the
advisors! We had a great weekend and could never do it without the whole congregation.

Michael Kalman, Riff Blair and I will travel to Philadelphia on Feb. 16 for the Biennial NFTY
Convention. I will attend the Youth Worker's Convention that runs parallel with the teen's program.

We would like to thank Staunton and Harrisonburg and all who helped with donations, Sisterhood
also for assisting to send the three of us to this most wonderful event. This will be my third convention,
and I guess I must keep learning good things cause I'm still here! We will have a report on our return.
The February meeting will be determined and you will be contacted later. If you have any questions,
please call Sherri Alt, 249-5463.

Sherri
____________________________________________________________________________________

Sisterhood Is Looking for New Members

As Sisterhood president, I would like to thank our women for all of their help with dinner for the
youth group ski weekend. A special thank you to Lisa Giovanetti for doing all of the organizing and
legwork, It is very much appreciated.

Our next Sisterhood meeting is Wednesday, Feb 21, at 6 p.m. at the Temple.
We would like to invite all women who maybe thought about joining us but have not yet been able

to come, or any new members thinking about joining us. We would love to see everyone. We will have
lox and bagels for dinner.

If you have any questions, please call 249-5463.
Sherri

Get Your Greeting Cards at Beth El

Sisterhood is now selling a whole line of greeting cards. They!re on a rack in the
social Hall and we are charging only $2.50 each.

If you need to say Òthank you Ð todah rabah,Ó Òhappy birthday,Ó Òget well,Ó express
your sympathy, or mazel tov Ð please  look there first.

All profits go to Sisterhood.

There is a gray bag in which you can leave your money.
Your purchase is on the honor system Ñ we have no video cams!
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____________________________________________________________________________________

FEBRUARY YAHRZEITS

  2 Emanuel Loewner
Harry Weiss
Morris Meyers

  4 Helen Margulis Simon

  5 Fannie Wise
Pauline Peck

 Joseph Strauss

  6 Rae Trubitz

  9 Fannie Goldsmith
Hortense Wise

  Harry Moodnick

10 Jennie Auerbach
Ada Robinson

12 Abel Miller
Hannah Nusbaum

14 A. J. Goldenthal
Rosella Wender

15 Fannie Ney Loewner

19 Ruth Frankel

20 Lillie Hirsch
Anna Rodbell
A. J. Goldenthal

 21 Adolph Wise

 22 Emanuel Klingstein

 24 Charles Moore
Milton Mitchell

25 Julia Hirsch Canning
Samuel Loewner
Herman Heller
Sydney Nathanson
Joseph Strauss

26 Ida Fielder

____________________________________________________________________________________

DECEMBER, JANUARY DONATIONS

To the Yahrzeit Fund

In memory of Andy's mother, Roselea Kohen: Andy and
Janet Kohen.

In memory of her husband, Rabbi Burton Padoll: Shelia
Padoll.

In memory of her father, Gerald Greenfield: Margee
Greenfield.

In memory of his sister, Margaret Stein: John Stewart.
In memory of his wife, Esther Derechinsky: Max

Derechinsky.

To the Stained Glass Window Fund

In honor of Anne Mintzer: Amy Abramovitz, Paul and
Deanna Frankel, Thea and Elliott Golub, Roberta Mondress,
Bill and Leslie Ney, Paticia E Shapiro.

In honor of her aunt, Anne Mintzer: Susan M Davidow.
In honor of Riff Blair's Bat Mitzvah: Chuck Slott.
In honor of Anne Mintzer's birthday: Margee Greenfield,

Janet and Andy Kohen, Shirley and Dave Merlin, Chuck
Slott.

In honor of the Robinson's Anniversary: Joan Funston,
Elaine S Gesson, Janet and Andy Kohen, Marilyn B Taylor.

Wishing a speedy recovery for Candy Blatt: Janet and
Andy Kohen.

In memory of Marilyn Lussen (Karen Blair's Mother):
Janet and Andy Kohen, Esther and Jerry Minskoff.

In honor of Anne and Mike Mintzer: Michael and Nancy
Clayman, Harvey and Linda Meranus.

In honor of Rachel's Bat Mitzvah: Ruth and Bary
Berger.

Wishing for Good Health for Anne Mintzer: Chuck
Slott.

To the General Fund

Beth El received a generous donation from the JMU
Hillel group.

Generous donations also were received from the
following JMU Hillel parents:

Susan Barbash and Brian Allen, Dr. Alan and Nancy
Bolash, Steven L Brown, Richard Burger, Ms. Yael
Buchsbaum, Allen Eisenberry, Arlene Ellison, Laura Herring
and Paula M McCourty, Miriam and Stanley Karlin, Mr and
Mrs Dean Looney, Neil and Regina Rose, Deborah and Neil
Rosenbaum, Leslie and Ronald Schoffelmeer, Steven and
Gloria Silverburg, Keneth R Vernon, Pamela Vescera, Gini
and Franklin Wolf.

To the Youth Group

In honor of Riff Blair's Bat Mitzvah: Mona Wolf.

To the Building Fund

In honor of Josh and Estelle Robinson's Anniversary:
Eddie Ney and Frances Stewart.

A generous donation also was received from Evelyn and
Larry Williams.

____________________________________________________________________________________



News and Notes

Condolences

The thoughts and prayers of the Congregation are
with Ruth Clayman and family on the death of Harry
Clayman Jan. 26.

Congratulations

Mazel Tov to Valerie, Eric, Helen, and Russell
Kramer on the birth of Troy David Kramer, born
Jan. 10, weighing 7 pounds, 15 ounces, and
measuring 19.5 inches.

Mazel Tov

Congratulations to Rachel Berger, and to the Berger
family, on the occasion of Rachel becoming bat
mitzvah Jan 27.

The Congregation is proud of the way Rachel
conducted our Shabbat morning service.

Welcome

Beth El welcomes Mona Wolf, who has become
the newest member of the Congregation: P. O. Box
506, Basye, VA 22810-0506; Phone, 540-270-5774;
email, magiicmona1@yahoo.com.

Looking for New Members

From Bill Ney:
Beth El is looking for new members. Our

membership committee is working on contacting all
prospective members. If any congregant can supply us
with the name and phone number of someone whom
you think might have an interest in becoming part of
the Beth El community, we will contact them.

Thank you.
Members of the committee are Thea Golub, Jerry

Minskoff , Bill Ney, Ron Ornstein, Milton Perlman,
and Gary Stein.

Torah Study Schedule

To avoid any confusion, please consider the
following list as the accurate times and dates for Torah
Study for the rest of the winter/spring at Beth El:

Monday, Feb. 19, 7 p.m.
Monday, April 23, 7 p.m.
Monday, May 21, 7 p.m.
Monday, June 11, 7 p.m.

Shabbat Nursery Volunteers Needed

From Julia Sweeny:
Hi. I have a few names of people who are willing to

watch the nursery once a month on Shabbat. Thank you
to those who have already volunteered.

However, I need a few more people (dads, moms,
grandparents, service minded teenagers, intelligent
pets). If you would like to volunteer to help out, please
email me at sweenyjd@jmu.edu, or call 271-1264
(home and cell) or 568-7360 (work). I would like to
start up on Feb. 2.

Personally, it would mean a lot to me to be able to
attend services without having to be divided between
the service and pulling my daughter out from under the
pews or breaking into a rousing chorus of ÒOld
McDonaldÓ in the middle of Kaddish.

Thank you.

Tot Shabbat Update

For the past year and a half, Jewish programming
for preschool aged children and their families has been
flourishing. On the third Saturday of the month,
families gather together to spend a wonderful Shabbat
morning at THOI.

Each Tot Shabbat program has a different theme.
Some months coordinate with timely Jewish holidays
while others focus on the beauty of Shabbat.

A core group of six or seven families (from THOI
and Beth El) come regularly and new families are
always welcome. Programming consists of music,
stories Ñ by using books and a felt board, interactive
crafts, and homemade challah!

Projects we have done in the past include making
our own challah and challah trays, making tzedakah
boxes, making handprint menorahs, challah covers,
sedar plates, and so much more!

The goal of the program is to get young children
interested in their Judaism in a fun, interactive
environment. We also want to create a love of learning
about their religion as well as a venue for parents with
preschool aged children to get together and meet each
other. We strive to create positive Jewish memories that
can be carried with them as they grow.

For more information about Tot Shabbat, or to
come to our next program, which will be held Feb. 17
at 10 a.m. at THOI, please contact Shelby Apple at
shelbyapple@yahoo.com.

____________________



____________________________________________________________________________________

Join Us on a Trip to the Holocaust Museum

As part of the Religious School curriculum, we take the Daled class to the Holocaust Museum in Washington
every other year.

This year, the trip is scheduled for Sunday, April 15, which also happens to be Yom Hasho!ah.
This year the Daled class is quite small (three students), so the principals and I thought we would open the

trip to interested congregants.
If you have not visited the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, or if you wish to visit it again, we would

welcome you to join us there.
We cannot be responsible for unaccompanied minors Ñ so if your child(ren) wish(es) to go, please make

arrangements for a suitable adult to go with them. Also, the museum is not suited for very young children Ñ they
would likely be bored. Please be advised.

Because the actual date is Yom Hasho!ah, it is likely that the museum will run out of tickets sooner than
usual, and we don!t want to chance not being able to go.

For that reason, we are proceeding to order tickets for the Religious School students without waiting to
include all interested in going in a single ticket order.

Instead, we ask that you arrange for your own tickets.
We will look into carpooling options closer to the date Ñ we will do our best, but we cannot promise rides at

this point.  We are thinking about driving to a Metro rail stop and taking the train to the Mall to go to the museum.
If you wish to go to the museum at the time we plan to do so, please do the following:
1. Email Rabbi Joe at rabbijoeb@hotmail.com, or call and leave a message at the congregation telephone

number to say you want to go, leaving your name, how many people will go, and, if you want to carpool, how
many you can take in your car (if you can drive), or if you need a ride.

2. You can look at more information on the museum and the exhibits there at www.ushmm.org.
3. Go to http://purchase.tickets.com/buy/TicketPurchase to purchase tickets online, or call (800) 400Ð9373.

There is a fee of $1.50 (last time I checked) per ticket to order, but the tickets themselves are free. Please select
the date of April 15, 2007, and an entry time as close to 11:30 am as possible, or later if necessary, to allow for
travel time.

4. Plan on about two (up to three) hours in the museum. You will not see it all, but most people find that they
are done for the day after that amount of time.

ALMONDS BLOSSOM IN ISRAEL Ñ FREEZING RAINS IN VIRGINIA!

Let Us Join Together

Friday, February 2, at 6:30 p.m., at THOI

To Celebrate Our Tu BÕShevat Seder

Join in this Evocative Festival of Trees

$12 Per Person* Includes

OUR MEAL AND WINES AND FRUITS OF OUR HERITAGE

Shabbat Services begin at 8 p.m.

RSVP to A.J. Hartung: 540-337-6836

*$15 at the door


