Beth El Congregation

Keeping the Jewish Community Connected

The Beth El Bridge

Harrisonburg, Virginia

http://va0l4.urj.net/bethel.html

The purpose of this congregation shall be to worship God in accordance with the faith of Judaism; to
cultivate a love and understanding of the Jewish heritage; to strengthen the ties within the Jewish
community; to strengthen the bonds of loyalty with the Jewish people everywhere; to bring nearer the
Dominion of God on earth through an emphasis of the principles of righteousness and harmony in

society at large.

June, July, August 2009

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

So many to thank, so little space. First of all, |
want to thank the many people in the
congregation who attended the Annual Meeting
on May 13. | counted 33 people there, which is
a third of our members. In addition, we had 55
ballots cast for board officers, which is half of
our members. | can see that we have a very
active, informed, and dedicated membership.

Second, | want to thank the members of
the nominating committee — Andy Kohen, Dale
Brothers, and Kevin Giovanetti. | have been told
that this year’s nomination process was the
smoothest it has been in a long time.

| also want to thank the new members of
our Board who were elected—Sherri Alt, Vice
President, Mona Wolf as secretary, and Judy

Liss and Chuck Slott as at-large board members.
Commitment like theirs should be appreciated
by all of us. And, of course, outgoing board
members Becky Mintzer, Jerry Minskoff, and
Marlene Brumbaugh deserve our thanks as well.

At the end of April I attended the URJ’s
Scheidt Seminar for congregational presidents
and presidents-elect. It was four days of
intensive workshops, worship, and networking. |
came away with lots of ideas I’d like our
congregation to try, and I’ll be letting the Board
and you know what they are as I go through my
notes. Meanwhile, | hope all of you have a
pleasant and productive summer.

Gary
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FROM THE RABBI’S DESK

My dear Shenandoah Valley Jews and
Friends,

Shalom! As | write this, we are rapidly
moving into summer! The annual
Congregational meeting with a ‘state of the
congregation’ report and elections took place
just a short time ago, the school year is at its
end, and we are in the process of changing
pace for a season.

Not that this means we slow down -
Oh, no! We keep right on doing things.

Regular rabbi-led and lay-led services
will continue through the summer. The rabbi
will be away for approximately five weeks,
but that will not impact the events in the
congregation!

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES IN THE
CONGREGATION

May was a full month (but it seems
that | can say that about EVERY month!).
The Shenandoah Valley Holocaust Education
Project (SVHEP) continued. Kinderlachen at
THOI went on and has turned into a lovely
monthly chance for the seven or so children
to have fun and interact in a Jewish setting.

The Staunton Jewish Film Festival
(SJFF) was successful. We did well, and hope
to do even better in the coming years.

The SVHEP trip to the Richmond
Holocaust Museum on May 24™ (Sunday)
was cancelled — we had too few signups to
make a group. You are welcome to visit on
your own. We may also choose to offer this
again in future.

The URJ MAC Region Small
Congregations Kallah took place in
Richmond. It was quite good, and the 30+ in
attendance learned, ate, and had a good time
together for the day.

The Women of Reform Judaism
(WRJ —also known as Sisterhood) at Beth El
put on a lovely Shabbat service on May 8th.

Through April and May | fulfilled my
civic duty, and reported for Jury Duty as
directed. | spent a lot of time waiting in the
Jury room at the Albemarle County Circuit
Court — it felt nothing like those TV dramas —
much more boredom than on TV!

The annual congregational meeting at
Beth EIl took place May 13th, with the
business meeting (including reports and
elections). Congratulations to all elected, and
thanks to all who agree to serve our
community, now, in the past, and in the
future.

Shorty met on May 26™ to prepare for
the fund-raising dinner, and to lead the joint
congregational Shavuot service on May 29",
leading into cosmic bowling and a shul-in.
We then took the members of Shorty who
were able to go on the annual end-of-year
overnight trip to Williamsburg.

While Shorty was away, the Religious
School had their potluck Picnic and Maccabi
Games day at Beth El on May 31°".

A few upcoming highli%hts:

June 5™ and 19" will be rabbi-led
Shabbat services at 7:30 pm at THOI.

June 13" there is a rabbi-led Shabbat
morning service followed by the
congregational picnic. Watch for more
details.

June 13-19" Rabbi Joe will be
attending a rabbinic conference.

June 20" will be the next
Kinderlachen at 10 am at THOI. This will be
the last session before the summer break. We
expect to resume in September.

June 15™-19" is a Jewish day camp, at
Beth EIl. For more information please contact
Roberta at robertastein52@aol.com.

June 22"-26™ is the Peace Camp. For
more information please contact Roberta at
robertastein52@aol.com.
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June 26™ and 27™, we will celebrate
the Bat Mitzvah of Makena Rafferty-Lewis at
Beth EI.

July 10™ there will be a Rabbi-led
Hachnasat Orchim Shabbat service at THOI
at 7:30 pm, preceeded by a pot-luck dinner.
Contact Rosalie for more details.

July 17" at 7:30 pm there is a Rabbi-
led Shabbat service at Beth El, preceeded by
a potluck meal.

When making plans, be sure to look at
the updated calendar in the bulletin or on the
website.

REFUAH SHELEMAH
BIMHEYRAH (Speedy &

Complete Healing and
Wholeness)

We extend continuing wishes for
healing and shalem (wholeness) to: Miriam
Banker; Candy Blatt; Franklin Blatt; Ruth
Clayman; Charlie and Gale Clemons (for
Charlie’s parent); Thea Golub; Hilary
Gerson Krohn; Lynne Landsberg; Anne
Mintzer; Shirley Merlin; Maureen
O’Callaghan; Milton Perlman; Lenore Price;
Gregg Rafferty; Herb Rodbell; Saul
Robinson; Roberta Stein; John Stewart;
Mark Strauss; Allan Tischler; and anyone
else who should be included in our thoughts
and prayers at this time.

CONDOLENCES to Lenore Price and her
family; to Franklin Blatt and family; and to
all others who have suffered a loss.

MAZAL TOV to the Kohns and the Bergers
for their recent B’nai Mitzvah, and to the
Neckowitzs on the recent baby naming. We
also offer our wishes for good to those elected
to leardership positions and those who have
and will serve the community.

THE CALENDAR & HOLIDAYS
SIVAN - TAMMUZ (JUNE)

April 24™ and 25™ were Rosh
Chodesh for lyar which ran until May 23rd.

May 24™ was Rosh Chodesh for Sivan. Sivan
runs until the 22" of June, with Rosh
Chodesh for Tammus on the 22" and 23" of
June. Tammuz will run from the 23" of June
until the 21° of July, and Rosh Chodesh for
Av will be July 22",

In the month of June this year there
are no holidays, other than Shabbat each
week, and the Rosh Chodesh noted. Finally, a
month that will be slightly less busy! ©

TAMMUZ > AV (JULY)

May 24™ was Rosh Chodesh for Sivan.
Sivan runs until the 22" of June, with Rosh
Chodesh for Tammuz on the 22" and 23" of
June. Tammuz will run from the 23™ of June
until the 21° of July, and Rosh Chodesh for
Av will be July 22" Av will run from July
22" until August 20", with Rosh Chodesh
Elul on August 20" and 21°.

July 9 is a fast day, the Ta’anit Shiva
Asar Be’Tammuz. This is known as the start
of the three weeks of deep mourning leading
up to Tisha Be’Av. During this period it is
the custom to act as a mourner — no shaving
or hair cuts, eat no meat, no celebrations.

The Ta’anit Tisha Be’Av falls on July
30™ this year, the 9™ of Av. It is the saddest
day of the Jewish year, commemorating the
destruction of both the first and second
Temples. For Tisha Be’Av, the custom is a
full fast, and reading the Book of Eicha
(Lamentations), from which we get such
beautiful imagery as that of the city of
Jerusalem sitting alone and deserted,
saddened and bereft of its inhabitants.

AV > ELUL (AUGUST)

Rosh Chodesh for Av will be July
22" Av will run from July 22" until August
20™ with Rosh Chodesh Elul on August 20™
and 21°. Elul wll run from August 21 to
September 18", with Rosh Chodesh Tishrei
on the 19" of September.

Rosh Chodesh Tishrei is also known
as Rosh HaShanah. Rosh HaShanah begins
the evening of Friday, September 18" 2009.

TORAH PARASHIOT



Torah parashiot (Torah portions)
read for the period covered by this newsletter
include the following:

June 2009 - Naso, Beha;alotech;
Shelach; and Korach. These readings are
drawn from Bamidbar (Numbers) 4:21-
18:32.

July 2009 — Chukkat and Balak (a
double portion); Pinchas; Mattot and Masei
(a double portion); and Devarim. These are
drawn from Bamidbar (Numbers) 19-36, and
Devarim (Deuteronomy) 1-3.

August 2009 — Va’etchanan, Ekev,
Re’eh, Shofetim, and Ki Tetze, drawn from
Devarim (Deuteronomy) 3-25.

Haftarot (selections from the
Prophets) read on Shabbatot (Sabbaths) in
the month of June include: selections from
Judges 13; Zachariah 2-4; Joshua 2; and 1
Samuel 1-12.

In July, we read Haftarot from Micha
5-6; Jeremiah 1-4; and Isaiah 1.

In August, the Haftarot read are from
Isaiah 40, 49-52, and 54-55.

OTHER NOTES

If you feel a conversation with the
rabbi on any topic would be of benefit to you,
please be in touch to make an appointment.
You can call or email Rabbi Joe.

Please know that we always seek
congregant and guest participation in
services throughout the year. If you are
interested in taking a role in a service, please
be in touch with Rabbi Joe, Beth Young, Don
Chodrow, Leah Farmer, or Lisa Warren.
Roles include: reading Torah (Hebrew or
English), reading Haftarah (Hebrew or
English), delivering a Devar Torah, serving
as Gabbai (the “MC” for the Torah service),
or being offered an honor in the service. The
Honors we usually confer in our services
include being called up for an Aliyah (saying
the blessings for the Torah or the Haftarah
reading in Hebrew or English), serving as
Hagbah (lift, hold, and/or carry the Torah),
Gelilah (undressing and dressing the Torah),
or Petichah Usegurah (opening and closing
the Ark).

Of course, if you are interested in
studying for and celebrating a B’nai Mitzvah,
or in learning to leyn (read/chant) Torah
and/or Haftarah, or to lead services, or to be
a Gabbai, please be in touch with the rabbi.
Both youngsters and adults can celebrate a
B’nai Mitzvah.

CLOSING MESSAGE

May the lovely weather be reflected in
our lives in all aspects and relationships.
Rabbi Joe Blair
June, July, & August 2009

REACHING THE RABBI & THE
RABBI’S AVAILABILITY

The rabbi is available to meet by
appointment. If you wish to meet or speak
with the rabbi, please email or call to set an
appointment.

The office is not staffed and the
building is generally closed when the rabbi is
not in. Messages are checked by the rabbi at
both congregations, and email is frequently
read during the week. Please understand that
the rabbi will not be available or reply on
Shabbat or on Jewish holidays unless it is an
emergency that cannot wait.

In the event of an urgent need the
rabbi may be contacted by telephone. In that
case, please call the cell phone number listed,
leaving a detailed message, and be sure to
express the need for an immediate response.

If you wish to make an appointment to
see the rabbi please feel free to call (434-
2744) or email (rabbijoeb@hotmail.com). To
minimize  driving, he is  grouping
appointments in Staunton on Mondays and
Fridays, and in Harrisonburg on Sundays
and Thursdays. Other days may be possible —
contact him to ask.

Rabbi Joe’s Email:

RabbiJoeB@hotmail.com
Beth EI Congregation

540-434-2744
Temple House of Israel

540-886-4091
Cell phone (Please use this # for emergencies)

434-981-3959
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Dora Brill
Setta Scheuer
Marie A Good
William Piper
Samuel Horn
Marvin V Mondres
Lila Hyman
Bernard Ney

F Rita Kaslow
Pauline Zindler
Leopold Wise
Baby Samuel
Manuel Levine
Leo Zindler Sr.
Margene Ward
Anna Meyers
Estelle Handler
Joseph Funston
Gertrude Davidson
Fred Bersson
Dave Merlin
Miriam Hirsch
Elon Brand

Herbert Kaslow
Emma Ney

David Blatt
Hyman Golub
Anna Klingstein
Albert F Miller
Joseph Fox

Elisa Tomaszeski
Steven Nemoytin

Lawrence Meyers
Herbert Gould
Stanley Figgatt
Morris Spiro
William Obersig
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2006
2006
1961
2001
2002
1885
1912
1987
1968
2008

2005
2007

1986
1876

1980

1922
2000

2004

1943
1940
1913

Molly Katzen’s Mother

Estelle Robinson’s Mother
Sandi Rose’s Father

Member

Member

Joyce Helbraun’s Sister
Member

Member

Member Leo Zindler’s Mother
Member

Janet Kohen’s Father
Member Leo Zindler’s Father
Michelle Ornstein’s Mother

Lenny Handler’s Mother
Jay Funston’s Father

Bob Bersson’s Brother
Member

Member

Rafael & Shirley Brand’s Son
(THOI)

Member

First Person Buried in Beth El
Cemetery

Franklin Blatt’s Uncle

Elliott Golub’s Father
Member

Mona Wolf’s Father

Anne Mintzer’s Grandaughter
Gene & Irma Nemoytin’s Son

Alan Gould’s Father
Member
Member




JULY

03

05
06

09
11

12
13
14
15

16

17

19
21
22
24

25
26

27
28

29
31

AUGUST

04

11
12

13

Joseph Brooslin
Ralph Miller
Shirley Borodkin
Jessie Masniloff
Theresa Loewner
Edgar Wise
William Robinson
Carol S Ney
Regina Ney

Florine Ney
Max Helbraun
Vincent Elkind
Miriam I Hirsch

Siegfried Meyers
Bernard Rubin
Adrian Sonn

Molly Hirsch
Mary N Loewner
Jack Neckowitz
Dorothy Fox
WilliamWender
Harry Lewin

George Becker
Samuel Klingstein
Ronnetta Kahn
Henry Ney
Emanuel Loewner
Theresa Sissman
Alvin Ney

Leon Wise

Louis Issacs
Maude Snyder

Eugene Berney
Robert W Rudd
Velerie Ney
Blanche Goldman
Betty O’Callaghan
David Aaron Kraus
Lena Raff

1966

1937
1982
1945
2004
1930
1995

1995
1942

1975

1995

1904

1932
1993

1986
1912
2001
1946
1980
1945

1909

1976

1981

1982

Ruth Clayman’s Father
Member

Josh Robinson’s Uncle

Bill Ney’s Mother

Bill Ney’s, Eddie Ney’s & Leo
Zindler’s Great Grandmother
Member

Erwin Helbraun’s Father
Member

Member

Dave Rubin’s Father

Member Responsible for the building
of the new Temple

Member

Alan Neckowitz’ Father
Marian Frankel’s Mother

Member
Member Arnie Kahn’s Wife (Ronnie)
Member
Member
Member

Member
Gladys Ney’s Sister

Member
Maureen Goldberger’s Mother

Irma Nemoytin’s Mother



14 Jessie Frankel

15 Moses Rosenbloom
Alexander Auerbach 1975
16 Robert Hirsch
Ali David Good
17 Carrie Ney Scheuer 1954
18 Albert Ash
Adele Bilsker Moses 1968
Louis Slott
19 Suzanne Glazer
20 Arlette Lewin 1999
21 Irving Ney 1966
23 Rubin Peck
24 David Robinson 1968
26 Raymond Hoffman
29 Rose Poster Carr 2005
30 Joseph Mintzer 1967
Marvin Poster 1976
Abraham Goodman 1976

Dave Frankel’s Mother
Sarah Loewner’s Father
Suzi Trubitz’ Grandfather

Estelle Robinson’s Father
Member
Eddie Ney’s Grandfather

Chuck Slott’s Father
John Stewart’s Sister

Eddie Ney’s Father

Beverly Zindler’s Father
Member Josh Robinson’s
Brother

Rabbi Dan Finks Grandfather
Allan Poster’s Mother
Member Erwin Helbraun’s &
Anne Mintzer’s Uncle
Member

Suzi Trubitz’ Father

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

Greetings from the Religious School! Sorry it’s
been a while since you’ve heard from us!
March, April and May were very busy months
for our religious school students — full of great
learning experiences, good fun, lots of delicious
foods, and wonderful friends.

On March 8" we had a fun Purim celebration.
Rabbi Joe did his amazing “hat routine” as he
read the Megillah (if you haven’t seen it before,
be sure to come next year!). All of the students
dressed up in wonderful costumes and were
presented with prizes by our Dalet class. Thank
you so much to our wonderful parents for
making delicious hamantaschen!

Then, we blinked our eyes and it was time for
the model Passover seder on March 29", We all
practiced the four questions in preparation for
our own seders in class and worked on different

projects such as making cups of Elijah and
Miriam or seder plates. The religious school
and preschool came together with families to
share in a seder and enjoy many of the
traditional foods of Pesach. We truly appreciate
our parent helpers — Ronn Daniel and Julie
Miller for organizing this wonderful event — and
our deepest gratitude to all of the families for
donating the supplies. We couldn’t do it
without everyone’s help!

Our school proudly congratulates two of its
Dalet students — Max Kohn and Sarah Berger —
for the excellent job they each did during their
b’nai mitzvahs on April 4" and April 18"
respectively. Mazel Tov!! Both students
conducted the entire services on Friday and
Saturday and each did a marvelous job. We
enjoyed Max’s quiet wit and Sarah’s ease and
exuberant pace as we rejoiced in their special



events. We also congratulate both families! We
will miss these two fine students in religious
school next year!

The end of April was a time of remembering as
we commemorated Yom Hashoah on April 26™
and celebrated Yom Hazikaron and Yom
Ha’atzma’ut on May 3".

It is hard to believe that the religious school
year is just about over! We ended with a “bang’
as the students performed the musical, You Can
Heal the World during religious school on May
17™. Roberta Stein worked hard with the
students on this insightful and timely musical.

2

We will close out the school year with our end
of the year picnic to be held on Sunday, May
31% at Beth EI. Many thanks to all of the
parents, students, teachers, and families of our
religious school for making the 2008-09 school
year so wonderful!

If you know of any students who are interested
in religious school for the 2009-10 school year,
please have them contact Dara Hall at
halldm@jmu.edu or 540-433-5596.

L’Shalom,
Dara, Ruth & Linda

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Interfaith Peace Camp

You may not be aware that we, as a congregation, are hosting the children and counselors of the
Interfaith Peace Camp on Tuesday, June 23, from 9:15 AM to 12:15 PM. Tuesday is the day they
come to the synagogue to learn about Judaism.

We will be making snack and lunch for the participants. | am already teaching at the camp, so |
need someone to help with the food. Snack can include nuts, fruit, dried fruit and baked goods and
juice. I thought we would serve a bagel lunch for 60 people: bagels, cream cheese, assorted cheeses,
veggie tray, drunks, and dessert. Bagels have been donated by Mr. J's and there may be some other
supplies from COSTCO, otherwise we need to provide it, but I cannot do it myself. Please call me
or email if you can find some time and energy to help me.

Roberta Stein
540-432-1381

Security System
The Beth El Board of Directors has decided to have an internal security system installed in
our building. Because of this, once it is done, we will be having a workshop for those
members who have keys to the building to learn how to use the new system when entering
and leaving.
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MONA"S BOOK RX:

Although we no longer have our Book Club meetings at Temple, folks
continue to stop me and ask, "What are you reading these days?" So, I've
decided to put an "RX" in the Bridge each month, starting with the
following recommendation for a good summer read.

"The Invisible Wall", by Harry Bernstein, is a fascinating book that
documents his real-life experiences in the Lancashire mill town of his
childhood. At 96,this IS his first book and it is warm without being too
sentimental. The poor Jews lived along one side of the road and the
Christians lived on the other side, separated by a few feet that might as
well have been hundreds of miles... thus, the invisible wall! This is a
heart-wrenching memoir which describes two cultures cohabiting uneasily,
with many difficult misunderstandings, and a lot of pain and prejudice on
both sides. This book reads like a novel; 1 enjoyed it and hope you do
too!

Adult Education
There will be two classes in June and we will try to have a class in both July and
August. On June 2 we will have lectures on Moses and Exodus and on June 16 we will
have lectures on Covenant and Law. Try to attend these are lectures by Dr. Amy-Jill
Levine of Vanderbilt University Divinity School on DVD.

SISTERHOOD YARD SALE SUNDAY JUNE 7, 8:00-1:00

Sisterhood's big annual fundraiser is your opportunity to give your castoffs to a good cause and maybe
even replace them with something you like better!

Please consider helping by donating your housewares, books, furniture, toys, appliances, clothing --
anything you need to clean out. Merchandise may be left in the thre classrooms ahead of time, or brought
to the social hall on Saturday June 6 when we will be setting up and pricing between 10:00 and 3:00. We
can always use help on Saturday and also on Sunday (doors open at 8 sharp-- come shop!!). When we
begin packing up Sunday around 12:30 it is always nice to have some extra hands for about an hour.
Anything we do not sell will be donated to Elkton Area United Services, so everything you donate will
end up being used somewhere.

If you have any questions, please contact Lisa Giovanetti (434-6515) or giovanetti@juno.com .
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We would like everyone to remember that Saturday, June 13, there will be a morning
service at Beth El at 10:00 A.M. The service will be followed by our annual
congregational picnic. More information will be e-mailed and mailed to you about what to
bring for the picnic.

DONATIONS

Beth EI Congregation is grateful for the following generous donations:

General Fund
Rabbi Doug Weber
Mona Griffer

Gifts and Memorials
Judy Freudenthal in honor of Alan & Kate Neckowitz on
the birth of their granddaughter
Bill & Leslie Ney have purchased a tree in memory of Candy Blatt
In memory of Candy Blatt
Paula & David Miller
Andy Kohen
Ron & Michelle Ornstein
Elliott & Thea Golub
Chuck Slott
In memory of Gerry Price
Elliott & Thea Golub
Andy Kohen
Ron & Michelle Ornstein
Judy Freudenthal
In memory of Lenore's sister
Judy Freudenthal

Janet Kohen Music Fund
Don Smith
Marshall, Lynn, Jacob, & Rachel Kohen
Jerry & Esther Minskoff
Chuck Slott in memory of Gary Price & Lenore’s sister
Dale Brothers

Yahrzeit
Gale & Charlie Clemons in memory of Arnold Abriss,
Gale’s father
Roberta Mondres in memory of Marvin, husband
Andy Kohen in memory of Benjamin Kohen, Dad
The Ornsteins in memory of Paula Kaiser, friend
Eddie Ney in memory of Edna Ash
Eugene & Irma Nemoytin in memory of Steven Nemoytin
Shirley Merlin in memory of Dave Merlin
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Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Joan Funston in honor of Max Derechinsky’s 90th birthday and in
honor of Alan & Kate Neckowitz” new grandchild
The Neckowitz Family in gratitude for his help in
preparing for the naming of Belle Carson Neckowitz at the Staunton
Temple
Jerry & Esther Minskoff in memory of Gerry Price
Jerry & Esther Minskoff in memory of Candy Blatt

Tree Fund
Mona Griffer

Additional Donations
A copier from Bluestone Pediatrics 4059 Quarles Ct.
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

The Beth El Board made the following donations:
HARTS
Blue Ridge Area Food Bank
Mazon

Sisterhood’s Blue Ridge Area Food Project
Sisterhood would like to thank Marlene and Blaine Brumbaugh; Bo and Sandi Rose; Bill
and Lesley Ney; and the Sunday Bagel Bunch for their generous support of the
Sisterhood's Blue Ridge Food Bank Project. Mazel Tov and thanks to Thea and Elliott
Golub for their donations in honor of their 40th anniversary and in celebration of their
grandson Jonathan's 1st Birthday. What a wonderful way to celebrate a simcha!
Sherri Alt and Marlene Brumbaugh in loving memory of Janet Kohen
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Board Members

Joe Blair

Gary Stein

Sherri Alt

Mona Wolf
Michelle Ornstein
Judy Freudenthal
Andy Kohen

Bill Ney

Sherri Alt

Ron Ornstein
Judy Liss

Chuck Slott
Margee Greenfield

Rabbi

President

Vice President
Secretary

Treasurer

Trustee

Trustee

Trustee

Sisterhood President
Men’s Club President
At large member

At large member
Immediate Past President

Bridge Editor

Elliott Golub
Elgolubret@comcast.net
181 Turkey Drive
McGaheysville,VA, 22840

540-289-5336

Editord snote: | have enjoyed editing the Beth El Bridge this year, and thank all of you for your
support and patience. Without help from so many people, publishing the monthly newsletter for

the Congregation would be much more difficult, if not impossible and | appreciate any and all
suggestions, recommendations and corrections. | am especially thankful to Mike and Mo for

their help during the transition.
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